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LONGWOOD UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS PROGRAM MISSION



The Communication Sciences and Disorders (CSDS) Program is dedicated to providing a comprehensive education in basic human communication processes and in the prevention, assessment, and treatment of communication disorders across the lifespan.  The program is committed to providing students in the undergraduate program with comprehensive pre-professional academic and observation experiences and students in the master’s program with the knowledge and skills necessary for entry-level practice in speech-language pathology by integrating academic knowledge, ethical principles and clinical experiences.  The program is further committed to helping students develop an understanding of research methodology so they can become knowledgeable consumers of its results.

Longwood University is firmly committed to non-discrimination among administrators, faculty, staff, and students on the basis of race, color, religion, handicap, national origin, political affiliation, marital status, sex, or age.  

“This policy specifically prohibits employment discrimination on the basis of race, sex, color, national origin, religion, age, or political affiliation, or against otherwise qualified persons with disabilities” (Minutes of Board of Visitors, August 4, 1978).












ACADEMIC POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

A. The Graduate Program in Communication Sciences and Disorders

The Master’s Degree in Communication Sciences and Disorders is a 48 – 51 credit hour program, which will prepare students to meet the entry-level requirements for employment speech-language pathologists.  These requirements include the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) Certificate of Clinical Competence (CCC) in Speech-Language Pathology, Speech-Language Pathology License from the Virginia Board of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology, and Virginia Board of Education Pupil Personal license with endorsement in Speech and Language Disorders.

The master’s degree program provides in-depth course work and clinical experiences designed to provide students a scholarly foundation and expertise in areas of articulation-phonology, infant and child language disorders, voice disorders, craniofacial anomalies, motor speech disorders, stuttering, aural rehabilitation, dysphagia, and acquired neurogenic disorders.  Advanced training will involve clinical experiences with a diverse population of adults and children, in a minimum of three different practicum settings.  

Full-time students who have completed the necessary undergraduate prerequisite courses in Communication Sciences and Disorders with a grade of A or B will complete the program in 5 or 6 semesters.  The program begins in the fall semester and concludes in the spring semester, 5 semesters later.  However, students are welcome to take one or more courses the summer before they matriculate, as this may lighten the load the subsequent summer session.  Students exercising this option will complete in 6 semesters, graduating in the spring semester.  

Some students may need to take other undergraduate courses in the sciences, math, sign language or special education to meet specific ASHA certification or Board of Education requirements, if they have not completed these courses in their undergraduate program.  Students who have not completed the prerequisite courses will take additional time, up to 4 additional semesters if all prerequisite courses are needed.

B.  Accreditation Status

The Longwood University Master’s degree program in Communication Sciences and Disorders is accredited by the Council on Academic Accreditation in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology (CAA) of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA).  


C. Equitable Treatment Policy

As stated in the Longwood University Faculty Policy and Procedure Manual, 
“Longwood University is firmly committed to non-discrimination among administrators, faculty, staff, and students on the basis of race, color, religion, handicap, national origin, political affiliation, marital status, sex, or age.”  
This policy extends to all programs and activities supported by the University and to all employment opportunities at the University. 
The Longwood Center for Communication, Literacy, and Learning, where the speech-language clinic is located, adheres to the following equitable treatment policy:
“Persons served in the Longwood Center for Communication, Literacy, and Learning are treated in a nondiscriminatory manner – that is, without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, participation restriction, age, sexual orientation, or status as a parent. The institution and program comply with all applicable laws, regulations, and executive orders pertaining thereto. “
In accordance with the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, students with disabilities will not be discriminated against on the basis of their disability. Applicants who wish to request accommodations should contact the Director of Disability Support Services at 434.395.2391, TDD 711, or by fax at 434.395.2434.  

D. Policy Regarding Safe Environment for Learning

 “Longwood University seeks to foster a safe environment conducive to learning and the free exchange of ideas. In accordance with all the policies residing under the Judicial Code of Conduct Standards and Regulations and the Honor Code of Conduct Standards and Regulations, any offense motivated by bias will not be tolerated. An offense motivated by bias is any offense wherein the accused intentionally selects political affiliation, sexual orientation, gender, age, marital status, or inclusion in any group protected by law. (Approved by the Board of Visitors December 2001).”  (Longwood University Student Handbook).

E.  Policy on Student Records
Longwood student record policies comply fully with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) of 1974, as amended, enacted as section 438 of the General Education Provisions Act. The accumulation, processing, and maintenance of student data by the institution is limited to that information, including grades, which is necessary and relevant to the purposes of the college. Personal data of students will be used only for the purpose for which it is collected.
Student data, whenever possible, shall be collected directly from the student; every effort will be made to ensure its accuracy and security. It shall be the express responsibility of the student to notify the Office of Registration of any changes in status. Any student, who initially or subsequently refuses to supply accurate and complete personal information, as is legally allowed, may jeopardize their current student status. Falsification of records with the intent to give untrue information is a violation of the Longwood Honor Code.
To comply with the provisions of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (as amended), Longwood University will not release education records or personally identifiable information contained therein without the student’s written consent. 
F. Longwood University Honor Code

Longwood University has a long tradition of an honor code that applies to undergraduate and graduate programs.  
“The purpose of the Longwood University Honor Code is to sustain and protect a community of trust where students can grow intellectually, spiritually, and personally without restraints or limitations. The Honor Code; which forbids Lying, Cheating, and Stealing;  is intended to promote an atmosphere of trust in which students are assumed honorable unless their actions prove otherwise.

The Honor Code is one of Longwood’s proudest traditions. Established by the student body in 1910, for over 90 years the student- elected Honor Board has protected the basic values of honor and academic integrity.  The Honor Creed is prominently displayed in the University Library, and each classroom contains a copy of the Academic Honor Pledge.
The Longwood University Honor Code is far more than a set of rules and guidelines to govern student life. The system is a set of moral standards for everyone to follow and take with them wherever their lives may lead.”
[bookmark: The_Academic_Pledge]The Academic Pledge, a required statement to be included on academic work, reads as follows:

I have neither given nor received help on this work, nor am I aware of any infraction of the Honor Code.

Graduate students in CSDS are expected to exemplify the Honor Code at all times.  Failure to demonstrate personal and academic integrity may result in a grade of “0” on a particular assignment or activity, a grade of “F” in a particular course, or dismissal from the University.

To learn more about the Longwood University Honor Code, visit
http://www.longwood.edu/judicial/the%20philosophy%20of%20The%20Honor%20Code.htm

G. Communication Sciences and Disorders Graduate Curriculum

All credits are in semester credit hours. All courses are required for graduation.

CSDS courses numbered 500 and above have as a prerequisite admission to the Master of Science in Communication Sciences and Disorders program.
COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 515. Aphasia and Right Hemisphere Disorders. This course is an introduction to specific acquired neurogenic language and communicative disorders.  Students will become familiar with both theoretical and applied knowledge relating to aphasia and right hemisphere disordes as well as evaluation and treatment for these disorders.  This course is designed to build on knowledge acquired in a neuroanatomy course. Fee required. 2 credits.
 COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 520. Language Disorders in Infants and Preschool Children. Evaluation and treatment of language disorders in infants, toddlers and preschool children, including high risk factors, interdisciplinary assessment, program planning, and intervention. Fee required. 3 credits.
 COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 522. Advanced Study in Articulation and Phonology. Etiology, evaluation, and treatment of articulation and phonologic disorders, with clinical application of current research. Fee required. 3 credits.
 COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 525. Language Disorders in Children and Adolescents. Identification, evaluation, and treatment of language disorders in school-aged children and adolescents, including the impact of language in educational contexts, formal and informal assessment methods, alternative service delivery models, specific strategies for intervention in our culturally and linguistically diverse population. This course is designed to build on knowledge acquired in an undergraduate morphology and syntax course(s). Prerequisite: CSDS 520. Fee required. 3 credits.
 COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 530. Ethics and Professional Issues in Communication Disorders. Discussion of the ASHA Code of Ethics, contemporary professional, multi-cultural, and legal issues with application to clinical practice. 2 credits.
COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 542. Motor Speech Disorders.  Assessment and treatment of apraxis and dysarthria. This course is designed to build on knowledge acquired in an aphasia course.  Prerequisite:  CSDS 515.  Fee required. 2 credits.
COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 565. Public School Methods in a Diverse Society. This course is a study of service delivery and administrative requirements for public school speech-language pathology programs. The course includes a history of special education; review and application of federal and state requirements associated with special education; language and communication expectations of the classroom; collaborative service delivery approaches; and cultural competency needed to work with diverse students. Fee required. 2 credits.
 
COMMUNICATION  SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 575. Fluency Disorders. Theories of causation, evaluation, and management of disorders of fluency in children and adults.  Fee required. 2 credits.
 COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 580. Initial Practicum in Speech-Language and Hearing. Directed fieldwork with individuals with communication and/or swallowing disorders in the Longwood University speech-language clinic. May be repeated for credit. Fee required. 2 credits.
COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 610. Feeding and Swallowing Disorders Across the Lifespan. Assessment and treatment strategies for infants, children, and adults with feeding and/or swallowing disorders. This  course is designed to build on knowledge acquired in an aphasia course.  Prerequisite:  CSDS 515.  Fee required. 3 credits.
 COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 620. Traumatic Brain Injury and Dementia. Assess-ment and treatment of traumatic brain injury and dementia.  Fee required. 2 credits.
 COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 625. Voice Disorders. This course provides information related to the anatomical and physiological bases for the normal production of voice as well as functional, organic, and neurogenic disorders of voice including theories, evaluation, and therapy methods. This course is designed to build on knowledge acquired in a speech science course.  Fee required - $10.00. 3 credits.
 COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 630. Craniofacial Anomalies. Etiology and management of communication disorders related to cleft lip, cleft palate and associated disorders with emphasis on interdisciplinary management. Fee required. 1 credit.
 COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 640. Augmentative Communication.  Introduction to augmentative and alternative communication including the strategies and AAC systems used to improve the communication skills of individuals with limited or nonfunctional speech. Fee required. 1 credit.
 COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 650. Aural (Re)Habilitation. This course is designed to provide students with an introduction to the effects of hearing loss on speech/language/communication, hearing conservation, and principles of pediatric and adult hearing (re)habilitation. It builds on knowledge acquired in an introduction to audiology and speech science course(s).  Fee required. 3 credits.
 COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 680. Practicum in Speech-Language and Hearing, and/or Dysphagia. Directed fieldwork with individuals with communication and/or swallowing disorders in the Longwood University speech-language clinic. Prerequisites: CSDS 580 and successful application to the CSDS Clinical Affairs Committee. May be repeated to a maximum of 8 credits. Fee required per credit. 1-4 credits.
 COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 685. Externship in Speech-Language and Hearing, and/or Dysphagia. Directed fieldwork with individuals with communication and/or swallowing disorders.  Prerequisites:  CSDS 680, completion of 150 clinical clock hours and successful application to the CSDS Clinical Affairs Committee. May be repeated to a maximum of 9 credits. Grading is Pass (P)/Satisfactory Progress (SP)/Not Pass (NP). Fee required - $50.00 per credit.  3-6 credits.
EDUC 502 RESEARCH DESIGN An examination of methodology in educational research with emphasis on the historical, descriptive, developmental and experimental methods. Designed application and use by teachers, supervisors, administrators, counselors, and librarians. This course is required within the first nine hours of the programs in which this course is a requirement. 3 credits

	NOTE:  A section for CSDS majors is offered during the summer.

To graduate students must either complete a thesis or pass a comprehensive exam:  

COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 600. Thesis. A graduate student in Communication Sciences and Disorders may elect to complete a Thesis as part of their graduate program. The thesis option is taken in place of the comprehensive examination. Grading is Pass/Satisfactory Progress/Not Pass. Continuous enrollment required until completion. 1-3 credits; 3 credits required.


COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 699. Comprehensive Examination. Prerequisites: 3.00  GPA and a minimum of 40 credit hours in the program completed or enrolled in final semester. Course fee - $35.00. 0 credits.

Students may pursue an area of interest by taking a Special Topics course.  This course would be designed with the Graduate Coordinator/Advisor and the sponsoring faculty member.

 COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 595.  Special Topics. Topics will vary from semester to semester. Descriptions will be available from academic advisors. May be repeated for credit when topics change. 1-3 credits.

 NOTE about CSDS 580 and 680:  A minimum letter grade of B- must be earned in each CSDS practicum and externship course in order to count the clinical clock hours.   To graduate with a Master’s degree in Communication Sciences and Disorders, a minimum of 13 credit hours of practicum/externship must be completed with a maximum of 16 credit hours allowed.

H. Communication Sciences and Disorders Undergraduate Pre-Requisite Coursework 

The graduate curriculum is designed to meet the needs of individuals holding an undergraduate degree in Communication Sciences and Disorders, as well as individuals who have an out-of-discipline baccalaureate degree.    The following prerequisite course work is required:
· Sign language 
· Morphology and Syntax
· Anatomy and Physiology of the Speech and Hearing Mechanisms 
· Phonetics 
· Speech Science 
· Introduction to Audiology and Hearing Science
· Language Development Across the Lifespan 
· Phonology and Language Disorders
· Neurology of Human Communication

Longwood University offers these courses on campus.  All courses, with the exception of sign language, are also offered online for students who need to complete the academic and clinical pre-requisites for graduate-level work.  Information regarding these pre-requisite courses is available at www.longwood.edu/cehs/slponline.  

The sign language class must be taught at the collegiate level (community college or 4-year college or university).

Graduate students who have not completed these courses with a grade of B or better prior to enrollment will be required to complete or retake the courses.  The following courses are to be taken for graduate credit rather than undergraduate credit.

CSDS 550	Speech Science
CSDS 555	Neurology of Human Communication

Students who have not achieved 25 observation hours must take CSDS 589, Introduction to Clinical Practice before taking CSDS 580.  This course is offered on-line to admitted students during the summer before they enroll.

ASHA requires that students have completed coursework in the biological sciences, physical sciences, mathematics, and social/behavioral sciences.  Students who have not completed these courses at the undergraduate level will need to complete prior to graduation, to ensure they have met the ASHA Certification requirements.  

Longwood has been recognized by the Virginia Board of Education as an approved program for preparation of speech-language pathologists.   Upon completion of the program, students will be eligible for licensure by the Virginia Board of Education.  This licensure has reciprocity in most other states.  Attainment of a license from the Board of Education requires competencies in special education that are generally available in courses such as:  Survey of Exceptional Children/Introduction to Special Education.  The Board of Education also requires competencies in technology and the recognition of potential child abuse for any person it licenses.  The technology competency is generally met through undergraduate coursework, as verified by a transcript review.   Students without such coursework will work out a plan for acquisition of the necessary competencies with the Graduate Coordinator.  All students complete on-line instruction on child abuse recognition in CSDS 565 Public School Methods in a Diverse Society. 

See the Course of Study Form (Appendix A) for a listing of courses and the course sequence.

I.  Advising

The Graduate Coordinator serves as advisor to all graduate students.  The Coordinator contacts students after notification from the graduate school that the offer of admission has been accepted.  This communication includes information about the option to take some courses in the summer and preparation for competency assessments the program requires in the areas of phonetics and phonology, syntax and morphology, and medical terminology.   In addition, the coordinator offers multiple open houses during the year, including the summer, to give students the opportunity to get a tour of the program and to review the course of study.

Group advising occurs during the annual two-day orientation.  Each student completes the Course of Study Form and meets regularly with Graduate Coordinator to review the planned course of study and prepare for registration for upcoming semesters.    The CSDS courses are offered at set times in the program, so there is no variation in the sequence with which full-time students take these courses.  Students do have options regarding which semester they will take the Research course and any additional required courses (e.g., sign language, special education).  On occasion, both the Graduate Coordinator and Clinical Director meet with students.  

Students’ progress in the Knowledge and Skills Acquisition required for ASHA Certification is tracked by Longwood using the Student Assessment and Management System (SAMS).  This on-line system tracks acquisition of the academic and clinical competencies.  In addition, it tracks other needed competencies (e.g., child abuse and technology standards required for Virginia Department of Education licensure.)  Faculty enter acquisition of academic competencies at the conclusion of each semester and the Graduate Coordinator reviews this each semester.  Students are provided a password to monitor their own profile.  Students are encouraged to communicate with the graduate coordinator promptly when they have questions.

J.  Mandatory Orientation

New students in CSDS are oriented to the academic and clinical program in the days preceding the beginning of the first fall semester classes.  Returning students participate in shorter orientations at the beginning of each semester.  Students must participate in the required orientation sessions to be placed in clinic for that semester.

Graduate Studies also offers an orientation for new graduate students before the start of the fall semester.

K.  Academic Competencies and Remediation /Improvement Plans

The following policy establishes the essential skills all graduate students must meet:

Longwood University and the CSDS Program are committed to diversity.  Thus, students from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds are an important part of the student body.  All students are expected to meet all the clinical and academic requirements of the program.  Students from diverse backgrounds can expect to participate fully in the clinical component of the program as long as they can communicate effectively with clients and their families and can model the clients’ target behaviors.  (Adopted by the faculty, May, 5, 2009; adapted from Temple University ).

This policy is implemented as follows:

All graduate students will participate in oral communication screening with CSDS faculty or clinical educators within 1st two weeks of matriculation into the program to determine their current communication skills.   A second screening, by another faculty member or clinical educator, is conducted for any student who does not pass the screening.  The clinic and program directors will meet with any student who does not pass the second screening.

Faculty are responsible to ensure that students develop the skills in oral and written communication necessary for entry into professional practice, in accordance with ASHA Knowledge and Skills Assessment (KASA  Standard IV-B).  The student must possess skills in oral and written or other forms of communication sufficient for entry into professional practice.

A graduate student in CSDS may achieve a passing grade in an academic or clinical course or assignment and yet not demonstrate satisfactory performance related to specific Knowledge or Skill Assessment (KASA) competencies relevant to that course or content.  Students who do not demonstrate necessary performance on an established outcome measure as required for the required KASA are required to complete a Remediation/Improvement Plan.  During a meeting with the faculty member, a Remediation/Improvement Plan is developed to ensure the student acquires the needed Knowledge and Skills (KASA) required by ASHA.  

See Appendix B for Remediation/Improvement Plan format.  

L. Course Policies: Attendance and Use of Computers and Cell Phones
Attendance
Students are expected to attend all classes. Failure to attend class regularly impairs academic performance. Absences are disruptive to the educational process for others. This is especially true when absences cause interruptions for clarification of material previously covered, failure to assume assigned responsibilities for class presentations, or failure to adjust to changes in assigned material or due dates. 
Instructors include his/her attendance policy in the course syllabus.   In accordance with University policy, instructors have the right to assign a course grade of "F" when the student has missed a total (excused and unexcused) of 25 percent of the scheduled class meeting times. 
Students must assume full responsibility for any loss incurred because of absence, whether excused or unexcused. Instructors generally permit students to make up work when the absence is excused. Excused absences are those resulting from the student's participation in a college-sponsored activity, from recognizable emergencies, or from serious illness. Faculty may require documentation for excused absences.   
Computers: Students are welcome to use computers in class for note taking.  However, personal use of the computer during class is strictly prohibited.
Cell  Phones:  Use of cell phones, including texting, is prohibited during class.
M. Grading Scale

All faculty in the CSDS program use a common grading scale.  The total number of points required for a particular course may vary, but the percentage of points that are equivalent to a specific grade will remain constant.

	A+
	98 – 100%

	A
	93 – 97%

	A-
	90 – 92%

	B+
	88 – 89%

	B
	83 – 87%

	B-
	80 – 82%

	C
	79% or Below
Unacceptable



N. Optional Thesis

Graduate students in CSDS may elect to complete a thesis during the last year of graduate education.  The thesis options serves in lieu of the comprehensive examination.  

Students must earn a grade of B+ or higher in EDUC 502 Research Design and have a cumulative GPA of 3.6.   Students may apply concurrent with their enrollment in EDUC 502 and final approval will be contingent upon receiving the required grade in EDUC 502.  Please see the CSDS Thesis Manual for further information and required forms.   Students must submit a copy of a recent paper they have written with the application.

O. Student Feedback and Complaints

Student Feedback

Longwood is committed to offering a high quality academic and clinical education program and values the feedback from students.  Students complete standard university faculty evaluations at the conclusion of each semester.   In addition, the faculty solicit student feedback regarding their clinical supervisors each semester.  These results are shared with the faculty member and the department chair.

Faculty members may solicit student feedback in evaluation forms tailored to specific courses.  This provides valuable information about student perception of their own acquisition of the course objectives and student feedback about course activities and materials.

Prior to graduation, students participate in a focus group with the department chair and program coordinator to provide anonymous feedback regarding the strengths and needs of the CSDS program.  

The faculty members annually review all sources of data regarding the program (e.g., student evaluations, focus group feedback, and internal and external supervisor feedback) at the conclusion of the May semester.  These data have been consistently used to make adjustments and improvements to the academic and clinical program.

Student Concerns and Complaints

Students with concerns about their program are welcome to voice their complaints with the faculty or administration.  Students are expected to first address their complaints with the particular faculty member or clinical educator.  Students’ next step would be to discuss their concerns with the Clinical Director and/or Program Director.  

The Department Chair has an open door policy and receives all students who make appointments.  In addition, the Dean has an open door policy for student appointments.  

All persons receiving complaints share the results of the meetings with the Program Director in a confidential manner.  

The Program Coordinator reviews all student complaints to (a) determine the nature of the complaint, (b) assess the impact of the complaint on the student’s matriculation through the program, (c) explore probable remedies, and (d) determine if an accreditation standard has been violated.  The Program Coordinator involves the Clinical Director for any complaints related to the clinical program.

Students with concerns about Longwood’s compliance with the accreditation standards of the Council of Academic Programs in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology (CAA) may contact with that complaint (Council of Academic Programs in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology,  2200 Research Boulevard , Rockville, MD 20850-3289 (301-296-5700 or accreditation@ asha.org) 

P. Other Relevant University Policies and Services

Transfer of Graduate Credit 

The Longwood University Graduate Studies policy regarding transfer of credit hours from other institutions will be used for students entering the CSDS program with graduate-level professional coursework.  

In general, graduate credits are accepted from institutions that are accredited by the appropriate regional accreditation agency provided such credits carry a grade of "B" or better, are comparable to graduate courses offered at Longwood, and are no more than five years old.  Internships and portfolio based experiential credits are not accepted for transfer credit.  A maximum of six (6) graduate credit hours may be transferred and applied to a graduate degree.  Requests for transfer of credit must be made during the advising period that precedes the student’s first fall semester.

Grades earned at other institutions will be recorded at Longwood University in terms of semester hours of credit earned and will reduce the number of credits required for graduation, but will not be included in the calculation of the grade point average.  The cumulative grade point average will be calculated only on work taken at Longwood.   

The graduate coordinator will review the academic and clinical experiences the student acquired at another university and make the determination regarding transfer of hours into the Longwood program.

	GPA Requirements
Students must retain a 3.0 GPA, per Graduate Studies policy, to remain in the program.  (See the Graduate Studies web site for further information. http://www.longwood.edu/graduatestudies/).    

Incomplete:   Incompletes will be given in compliance with the university’s Graduate policies.  (See the Graduate Studies web site for further information. http://www.longwood.edu/graduatestudies/).  

Grade Appeals:  Refer to the Graduate Studies website http://www.longwood.edu/graduatestudies/  for policies and procedures related to grade appeals.

Comprehensive Written Exams

During the final semester of graduate study (excluding the summer term) and upon completion of at least 40 credit hours, each masters’ candidate will complete a comprehensive examination.  When registering for the final semester’s courses, the student must register for CSDS 699 Comprehensive Examination in Speech-Language Pathology.  As this title is not a course, no credit hours will be earned by completing the comprehensive exam, but it does carry a course fee.
 
This examination will be administered by designated Longwood University staff on the University Campus on a Saturday morning approximately six to eight weeks prior to the end of the student’s final semester.  The comprehensive exam will be of the essay type, consisting of several broad question areas.  Students will be allowed a total of three hours for completion of the written exam, which will be evaluated on a pass/fail basis, in accordance with the policy of the Graduate school.  Faculty assigned to the Communication Sciences and Disorders area will have the responsibility for reading and evaluating student responses.   

CSDS Graduate students are encouraged to develop study groups to prepare for the comprehensive exams.  CSDS Faculty are available to meet with students, upon request, to answer any questions they may have.   

Graduation requirements

To graduate with a masters’ degree in communication sciences and disorders, a student must:
· Demonstrate a minimum GPA of 3.0 (on a scale of 4.0).  
· File an Application for Graduate Degree prior to enrollment in the final semester of course work.  (The form is available in the Office of Graduate Studies.) 
· Complete the requisite courses, including clinical practica, as outlined in the section on curriculum 
· Complete the comprehensive examination or thesis option. 
· Complete all program requirements within five years from the term of admission.  

Academic Warning, Probation, and Dismissal Policy

Refer to the Graduate Studies website http://www.longwood.edu/graduatestudies/  for policies related to academic warning, probation, and dismissal.

Students with disabilities

Students with identified disabilities may seek assistance and support through Disability Support Services.  Additional information is available at  http://www.longwood.edu/disability/.  All faculty and clinical educators comply with the letters provided by Disability Support Services.

Student Financial Aid

Information about financial aid opportunities, policies, and procedures may be obtained from http://www.longwood.edu/financialaid/index.htm

Library Services

A wide range of academic support services is available to students at the Greenwood Library.  Visit http://www.longwood.edu/library/index.htm for additional information.

	Student Responsibility
It is the responsibility of students to inform themselves of, and to observe, all regulations and procedures required by the university.  In no case will a regulation be waived or an exception granted because students plead ignorance of the regulation or assert that they were not informed of the regulation by an advisor or other authority.  Students should be especially familiar with the academic regulations, the requirements for the degree that they plan to complete, and the offerings by the major department.  Departments reserve the right to decide which graduate courses will be offered in any semester or summer session.  The published schedule of courses does not always include all graduate courses offered; the departments, therefore, should be consulted concerning available courses.
Q. Long Range Plan
CSDS Long Range Plan[footnoteRef:1]  (2009) [1:  Ideas were generated and refined by the CSDS Advisory Committee in November 2007, November 2008, and March 2009.   The Long Range Plan was finalized through discussions with the department chair and college dean.] 

CSDS Goals in relationship to College of Education and Human Services Goals 
CEHS Goal 1:  Responsible Stewardship – the college will create an alumni development program
· Create Annual newsletter to keep alumni and friends of Longwood’s Communication Sciences and Disorders program apprised of the program status and activities by Fall 09.
CEHS Goal 2 Superior Performance:  By 2010 graduates of the College of Education and Human Services (CEHS) will meet or exceed the national standards for learning and performance in their respective programs and meet or exceed a 80% first time pass rate for licensure/certification.
· Achieve an 80% first-time pass rate on the Praxis II exam in speech-language pathology.
CEHS Goal 3:  Engaged learning.
· Tenured, tenure-track, and non-tenure-track faculty will continue to engage in professional development annually and will annually demonstrate scholarship through publications, presentations, grantsmanship, editorial work, and/or research.
Additional goals
Student Body
· Grow undergraduate program from 55 - 60 students (08-09) to 60 – 80 students by 2014.
· Grow graduate program from 33 (combined FT, PT, DLVE) to a total of 40 graduate students with no more then 30% part-time by fall 2012. 
Faculty
· If student enrollment in the undergraduate and graduate programs grows beyond 120 students (combined undergraduate and graduate), funding for additional faculty should be pursued to maintain appropriate student-faculty ratios at the undergraduate and graduate levels and to ensure appropriate clinical supervision for graduate students.
Curriculum
· Add a course in autism at the graduate level, due to the growth in the population of persons with autism.
Facilities
· Secure additional classroom and clinical space as the graduate program increases in size.
· Pursue outside funding to add a voice and swallow assessment station for academic and clinical purposes.




 




















Appendix A  

Graduate Course of Study

Master of Science in Communication Sciences and Disorders
Course of Study for Full-Time Students 
2011-12

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________
Longwood ID # _____________________________________  Catalog Year: ______________________
Date Enrolled: _______________________ Anticipated Program Completion Date: __________________

Students will complete this Course of Study at the beginning of the program, update it each semester, and review their progress with the Graduate Coordinator before registration for the next semester.

Undergraduate Pre-requisites[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Students may be required to provide a syllabus to demonstrate the required content has been covered.] 


	Course
	Institution
	Course Number and Title
	Completion Date
	Grade

	Biological Concepts and Applications *
	
	
	
	

	General Chemistry or Physical Science or General Physics *
	
	
	
	

	Mathematics *
	
	
	
	

	Social or Behavioral Sciences *
	
	
	
	

	Anatomy and Physiology of Speech and Hearing Mechanisms
	
	
	
	

	Phonetics
	
	
	
	

	Speech Science
(or take CSDS 550 as graduate student)
	
	
	
	

	Introduction to Audiology and Hearing Science
	
	
	
	

	Language Development Across the Lifespan
	
	
	
	

	Phonology and Language Disorders
	
	
	
	

	Neurology of Human Communication
(or take CSDS 555 as graduate student.)
	
	
	
	

	Acquisition of 25 observation hours) [footnoteRef:3] [3:  A signed copy of observation hours must be given to the Clinic Director before enrollment in CSDS 580.  ] 

(or take CSDS 589 as graduate student.  . 
	
	
	
	

	Syntax and Morphology (3 credits)
	
	
	
	

	Sign Language 
	
	
	
	


*Required for ASHA Certification.
I understand it is my responsibility to keep track of my completion of the coursework necessary for attainment of my degree and discuss my schedule with the graduate director prior to registration each semester.

_______________________________________________________________________		_____________________________
Name									Date 

Graduate Coursework  (48 – 51 credits required)

	Course
	Year and Semester 
(for FT Student)
	Semester Planned 
	Semester Completed
	Grade

	CSDS 520  (3 cr)
Lang uage Disorders in  Infants and Preschool Children
	Year 1 Fall
	
	
	

	CSDS 522  (3 cr)
Adv Studies in Articulaiton and Phonology 
	Year 1 Fall

	
	
	

	CSDS 515  (2 cr)
Aphasia and Right Hemisphere Disorders 
	Year 1 Fall

	
	
	

	CSDS 580  (2 cr) 
Init Practicum Speech-Language and Hearing
	Year 1 Fall 
	
	
	

	CSDS 525  (3 cr)
Language Disorders in School-Aged Children and Adolescents 
	Year 1 Spring
	
	
	

	CSDS 542  (2 cr)
Motor Speech Disorders
	Year 1 Spring

	
	
	

	CSDS 565  (2 cr)
Public School Methods in a Diverse Society
	Year 1 Spring
	
	
	

	CSDS 610  (3 cr)
Feeding and Swallowing Disorders Across the Lifespan
	Year 1 Spring
	
	
	

	CSDS 680  (1-4 cr/ semester)
Practicum in Speech, Language, Hearing and/or Dysphagia
	Year  1 Spring 
Year 1 Summer
Year 2 Fall
	
	
	

	CSDS 575  (2 cr)
Fluency Dis
	Year 1 or 2 Summer 
	
	
	

	CSDS 530  (2 cr)
Ethics and Professional Issues in Comm Disorders
	Year 1 or 2 Summer
	
	
	

	CSDS 620  (2 cr)
Traumatic Brain Injury and Dementia 
	Year 1 or 2 Sum

	
	
	

	CSDS 625  (3 cr)
Voice Disorders
	Year 2 Fall

	
	
	

	CSDS 630  (1 cr)
CranioFacial Anomalies
	Year 2 Fall

	
	
	

	CSDS 640  (1 cr)
Augmentative Alternative Communication
	Year 2 Fall
	
	
	

	CSDS 650  (3 cr)
Aural Rehabilitation
	Year 2 Fall

	
	
	

	EDUC 502  (3 cr)
Research Design
	CSDS section in summer
	
	
	



NOTE:  Students must attain a minimum of 13 and a maximum of 16 credit hours in a combination of clinical practica and externship, distributed among CSDS 580, 680 and 685.  Students are expected to enroll in clinical practicum each semester.  A minimum letter grade of B- must be earned in each CSDS 580 and 680 section in order to count the clinical hours gained in each of those respective courses.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]Placements at off-campus practicum facilities are not automatic.  The CSDS Clinical Affairs Committee reviews student applications and the student’s academic record and clinical performance to determine if the student is ready for the increased independence associated with an off-campus placement.   Each student will plan practicum experiences with the Clinic Director.

Graduation  Requirements 

To graduate with a master’s degree in Communication Sciences and Disorders, a student must maintain a minimum of 3.0 GPA.  Students must successfully pass the Comprehensive Examination or complete a Thesis.

CSDS 699 COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION IN SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY
During the final semester of graduate study and upon completion of at least 40 credit hours, each master’s candidate will complete a comprehensive examination.  This examination will be of the essay type, consisting of several broad question areas and will be evaluated on a pass/fail basis, in accordance with the policy of the Graduate school.  0 credits

CSDS 600 THESIS OPTION FOR COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS  
A graduate student in CSDS may elect to complete a Thesis as part of the graduate school program.  The thesis option will require an additional 3 credits in the master’s program.  Review the thesis manual for additional information.   3 credits

Knowledge and Skills Assessments (ASHA certification requirement).

Students are responsible for monitoring their acquisition of competencies in the Knowledge and Skills Assessment (KASA) as required for ASHA certification.  These data are posted in the Student Assessment Management System (SAMS) each semester by faculty and the Clinic Director.

Assessments and Competencies

	Assessment
	Date Taken
	Results

	1     Tb Test (current)
	
	

	1     Criminal Background Check 
	
	

	1    Infection Control and HIPAA/FERPA knowledge 
	
	

	2    Child Abuse Recognition
	
	

	2     Technology
	
	

	3      Praxis II   (after program completion)
	
	


 1Required prior to first clinical assignment (gathered in CSDS 580).    2 Required for VDOE license (gathered in CSDS 565).  3 ASHA certification requirement (gathered prior to graduation).

Certain placements may also require CPR, radiation safety and/or drug testing.

Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) Licensure

Students desiring to earn a license with endorsement as speech-language pathologist from the Virginia Department of Education must demonstrate completion of a course reviewing characteristics of persons with disabilities.

	Course
	Institution
	Course Number and Title
	Date of Completion
	Grade

	Survey of Exceptional Children 
	
	
	
	



 Out of State Licensure Requirements 

Students who plan to apply for a license to practice in another state are responsible for identifying the academic and clinical requirements to obtain that license.  The student should meet with the Program Director and the Clinic Director no later than the conclusion of the first year of study to discuss the specific requirements.













Appendix B 
Remediation/Improvement Plans
Longwood University Communication Sciences and Disorders Program
Oral and Nonverbal Communication Skills Protocol


Student Name ______________________________  Date _______________

Faculty _____________________________________________________________

The Oral and Nonverbal Communication Skills Protocol is the tool used to assess the graduate student’s oral and nonverbal communication skills.   
	
	
	

	A. English usage. 
Consistently and accurately uses Standard English conventions and style, as appropriate, to communicate information in an organized fashion.
	
	

	B. Information
Consistently and accurately conveys correct information from academic and clinical courses, faculty and clinical instructor input, and other sources.
	
	

	C. Description of Client Behavior
Consistently and accurately describes and analyzes client and family behaviors in assessment and therapy.
	
	

	D. Nonverbal language
Consistently uses appropriate nonverbal language, including eye contact and body language.
	
	

	E. Communication Register
Consistently uses oral and nonverbal communication that is appropriate for the cultural, socioeconomic, and semantic needs of the listener.
	
	

	F. Pragmatic Skills
Consistently demonstrates appropriate pragmatic skills, including listening, turn-taking, clarification strategies.  
	
	

	G. Speech and Voice
Consistently uses appropriate volume, rate, and pitch appropriate for the situation.  Speaks clearly, modeling English phonology accurately.
	
	



If a student receives an “Unsatisfactory” for any of the oral/nonverbal communication skills, the faculty or clinical instructor will develop a remediation plan.  The student’s clinical privileges may be automatically lowered to probationary status and semester grade may be lowered.  

Longwood University Communication Sciences and Disorders Program
Written Communication Skills Protocol


Student Name ______________________________  Date _______________

Faculty _____________________________________________________________
ASHA Standard IV-B.  The student must possess skills in oral and written or other forms of communication sufficient for entry into professional practice.

The Written Communication Skills Protocol is the tool used to assess the graduate student’s written communication skills.   

	
	
	

	A. Content
Conveys knowledge and comprehension of the content from academic course, clinical experience, faculty and clinical instructor input, and other resources.
	
	

	B. Analysis and Synthesis
Analyzes information into its component parts and synthesizes elements into a whole.
	
	

	C.  Written Form
Consistently and accurately uses Standard English conventions, as appropriate, to communicate information in a clear and organized manner.  Formatting is appropriate.  Citations are accurate.
	
	

	D.  Communication Register
Consistently and accurately uses professional writing conventions, terminology, and style to clearly communicate information in a manner appropriate for the purpose and the audience.  
	
	



If a student receives an “Unsatisfactory” for any of the oral/nonverbal communication skills, the faculty or clinical instructor will develop a remediation plan.  The student’s clinical privileges may be automatically lowered to probationary status and semester grade may be lowered.  

Longwood University Communication Sciences and Disorders Program
Competency Remediation/Improvement Plan

Student _____________________	Faculty _____________________	Date _____________


Goals for Knowledge and Mastery: 





Objectives to Achieve Mastery:




Indicators of Achievement:




Target Date(s):







_____________________________________ 	____________________________________
Student Signature					Faculty Signature
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


Date Completed: _______________________________________________________________



______________________________________	____________________________________
Student Signature					Faculty Signature


Copies are distributed as follows:  student, faculty member, and graduate coordinator.
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