
 

Before You Apply… 

 Consider why you want to pursue graduate school 

o Will an advanced degree help you achieve your career goals or are you just not sure what else 

to do? 

o Graduate school should be an intentional and carefully planned step toward your goals.  

 Research programs of interest 

o Peterson’s Guide and Princeton Review are great resources for starting your search.  

o Talk to professors and other advisors about different graduate programs.  

o What type of program are you looking for? Full-time? Part-time? Online? On-campus?  

o How long will the program take you to complete?  

o After you narrow down to a few programs of interest, make sure that you do in-depth research 

on the program online as well as requesting materials to learn more.  

o Be aware of application deadlines, prerequisite courses, required admissions tests (GRE, MCAT, 

LSAT, GMAT), and any other materials for application.  

 Determine financial resources 

o Consider how much you are able to pay toward tuition, books, housing, and standard living 

expenses.  

o See if the program you are considering offers fellowships, scholarships, tuition waivers, or 

graduate assistantships to assist with costs. Contact the graduate school for more information 

on these items.  

o Federal financial aid is also available for graduate students, and you can file through the FAFSA 

application.  

As You Apply… 

 Write your application essay/personal statement and have it reviewed by professors, mentors, and 

University Career Services. 

 Ensure that you have a professional resume ready to send with your application—have yours checked 

by University Career Services! 

 Ask professors and other mentors to provide letters of recommendation 

o Ensure that you ask them first, give them a copy of your resume, and allow them plenty of time 

to write and submit their letter.  

 Visit the institutions you are applying to if possible. 

o This will give you a chance to see if it is a good fit as well as to possibly meet with faculty and 

students from the department. 

o If you are not able to visit, you should still make an effort to have a conversation with a faculty 

member or student to discuss the program in depth.  

 Take your graduate admissions test (GRE, MCAT, LSAT, GMAT) if you have not already done so.  

 Request your official transcripts from the Registrar’s Office and send as directed.  



 

Your personal statement should be unique to you and your experiences. This is your opportunity to set 

yourself apart from all other candidates. Some programs may give you a prompt to write from, but generally, 

you should be writing in a narrative form to tell your story and help the admissions committee know what you 

bring to the table. Consider the following elements as you write your personal statement: 

 Your Background 

o Questions to Consider:  

 Who are you?  

 How did you decide what to pursue in your education?  

o This is not meant to be a lengthy autobiography; rather it should give the reader a quick 

snapshot of what brought you to where you are today.  

 Your Present 

o Questions to Consider:  

 What kind of things are you studying and experiencing in your education?  

 What steps are you currently taking to achieve your goals?  

 What do you value in the things you are learning?  

 What gets you excited about continuing your education?  

o Tell a story that addresses your current education and experiences and why you are passionate 

about the career field that you are pursuing.  

 Your Future 

o Questions to Consider:  

 What are your career goals?  

 How can this specific graduate program help you to achieve these goals? 

o Make sure that you address each graduate school you are applying to specifically in this section. 

You can look discuss research of faculty members, accomplishments of the program, and any 

other aspects that stand out. The reader should be able to tell exactly why a particular program 

is crucial to helping you achieve your goals.  

 Other Tips: 

o The length of your personal statement is determined by each individual graduate program, but 

they typically run between 2-3 pages.  

o Reflect before you write to consider the things that have been important to you and your 

educational and career goals thus far; realize how you got to where you are and the passions 

and values that have led you along the way.  

o Hook the reader in with a unique element of your story from the very beginning.  

o Be descriptive in your language, but avoid excessive detail.  

o Start early on this document so that you can write, edit, and re-write multiple times. 

o Ask your professors, mentors, and advisors to review your essay so that you get feedback that 

will help you write the best possible document.  

o Write with intention and consider the reader’s point of view.  


