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1.  21st Century Skills

a.  Weis, J. P. (2004, March/April).  Contemporary literacy skills:  Global initiatives converge.  Knowledge Quest 32(4), 12-15.

“A study investigated synonyms for contemporary literacy skills in 21 selected initiatives and documents. Findings revealed that various types of literacy skills are required for the 21st century, including basic literacy, information literacy, technology literacy, and digital literacy skills. Moreover, findings suggested that collaborative articulation of common definitions and implementation of common goals by stakeholders could create sustainable learning environments worldwide.”
b.  McLester, S., & McIntire, T. (2006, November).  The workforce readiness crisis.  Technology & Learning 27(4), 22-24, 26, 28-29.

“The writers discuss the "Workforce Readiness Report Card," from the Partnership for 21st Century Skills, The Conference Board, Corporate Voices for Working Families, and the Society for Human Resource Management. This report, which is based on a survey of more than 400 Fortune 500 companies, reveals a disconnect between education and workforce values, a growing disparity in the degree of preparation of new hires, and the apparent inability of almost all new graduates to communicate effectively.”
c.  Partnership for 21st century skills.  Retrieved October 9, 2007, from http://www.21stcenturyskills.org  

“People in the 21st century live in a technology and media-suffused environment, marked by access to an abundance of information, rapid changes in technology tools, and the ability to collaborate and make individual contributions on an unprecedented scale. To be effective in the 21st century, citizens and workers must be able to exhibit a range of functional and critical thinking skills related to information, media and technology.”  
2.  Adolescent Literacy


a.  International Reading Association focus on adolescent literacy.   Retrieved October 9, 2007, from http://www.reading.org/resources/issues/focus_adolescent.html “Young people do more reading and writing today — on paper and online — than ever before. This means their literacy development is just as important, and requires just as much attention, as that of beginning readers.”

b.  National Association of Secondary School Principals.  (2005).  Creating a culture of literacy: A guide for middle and high school principals.  Reston, VA:  NASSP.

“This hands-on guidebook is just the tool principals need to initiate and maintain schoolwide literacy improvement. Written by principals for principals, the book provides step-by-step instructions and a series of practical tools for assessing and building your school's ‘culture of literacy.’” 

c.  Roberts, J. (2006, September/October).  Building a community of high school readers.  Knowledge Quest 35(1), 24-29.

“The writer, a school library media specialist, describes a three-year action research project aimed at motivating high school students to read for pleasure. This project evolved into a successful literacy program that raised student test scores and developed a community of high school readers.”
3. Assessment—Program

a. A planning guide for Information Power: Building partnerships for learning.  (1999).  Chicago: AASL. 
Includes the School Library Media Program Assessment rubric, based on Information Power. 

b. Nebraska Educational Media Association. (2000).  Guide for developing and evaluating school library media programs. Englewood, CO: Libraries Unlimited.
“Written as a guide for Nebraska school library media programs, this information-packed book is an excellent resource for evaluating any school library media program. Updated and heavily based on the standards outlined in Information Power (ALA, 1998), it leads school library media specialists through the process of developing or evaluating a program.”

c.  Kolencik, P. L.  (2006, Winter).  Evaluating library media programs in terms of instructional and organizational effectiveness performance indicators.  Learning & Media 34(1), 5-7.
“According to NSSE, one of the critical dimensions of the school library media program evaluation process should focus on the instructional practices and organizational conditions that support student achievement.”  The article includes a NSSE survey “designed to evaluate the quality of the K-12 school library program.”

4.  Assessment—Student 
a.  SOS for information literacy.  Retrieved October 9, 2007, from http://www.informationliteracy.org 
“S.O.S. for Information Literacy is a dynamic web-based multimedia resource that includes lesson plans, handouts, presentations, videos and other resources to enhance the teaching of information literacy. Information literacy skills enable students to effectively locate, organize, evaluate, manage and use information.”
b.  Harada, V., & Yoshina, J.  (2005).  Assessing learning: Librarians and teachers as partners.  Westport, CT:  Libraries Unlimited.

“Focusing on the role of library media specialists in assessing student learning, this is the first full-length book written to address its practical application in the school library media center. It is an important book for school librarians to consider as they address their role as "teachers" in schools and the accountability issues associated with that role.”
c.  TRAILS:  Tools for Real-time Assessment of Information Literacy Skills.  Retrieved October 9, 2007, from http://www.trails-9.org/ 

“TRAILS is a knowledge assessment with multiple-choice questions targeting a variety of information literacy skills appropriate for high school students. This Web-based system was developed to provide an easily accessible and flexible tool for library media specialists and teachers to identify strengths and weaknesses in the information-seeking skills of their students.”
d.  Buzzeo, T., & Wilson, S. (2007, October).  Data-driven collaboration in two voices.  Library Media Connection 26(2), 20-23.
These two library media specialists describe their efforts to boost student achievement.  “An ongoing teacher/librarian collaborative partnership reinforcing student skills in areas of deficiency is more important than just an isolated lesson in the library.”
5.  Collection Analysis and Collection Development


a.  Services offered by various vendors:



1.  Brodart Books collection analysis.  Retrieved October 9, 2007, from http://www.books.brodart.com/services/cd/collection_analysis.htm 
“Collection Analysis is commonly performed on school library collections but isn't limited to them. The process can be critical to supporting a school district's collection development policy. It provides a snapshot of an existing collection and compares what ‘is’ to what ‘ought to be.’"
2.  Follett Titlewise.  Retrieved October 9, 2007, from http://www.titlewave.com/intro/titleservices.html 

“TitleWise takes the guesswork out of collection development. It is the quickest, easiest, and most comprehensive online collection analysis tool available! This service is available at no charge to all Follett Library Resources customers.”



3.  Mackin Do a collection analysis today! Retrieved October 9, 2007, from http://www.mackin.com 
Upload your collection directly from this link.

b.  Sanacore, J. (2006, June).  Teacher-librarians, teachers, and children as cobuilders of school library collections.  Teacher Librarian 33(5): 24-29.

Sanacore describes how he collects information “about readers’ interests and preferences during the natural flow of literacy learning activities.  This information should then be used to secure materials for the library collection.”

c.  Hatcher, A. (2001, March/April).  Fine-tuning your library media collection.  The Book Report 15-17.

Hatcher gives excellent basic advice regarding fine-tuning your collection.


d.  Kerby, M. (2006).  Collection development for the school library media program. Chicago: AASL.

“A valuable resource for new or experienced school librarians, Collection Development for the School Library Media Program: A Beginner's Guide is an easy to use guide to collection development. It provides practical and relevant information about collection development issues such as: the school users, policies, selection criteria and sources, ordering, weeding, and evaluation.”
6.  Differentiation


a.  Tomlinson, C. A. (1999).  The differentiated classroom: Responding to the needs of all learners.  Alexandria, VA: ASCD.

“What is a differentiated classroom? -- Elements of differentiation -- Rethinking how we do school-and for whom -- Learning environments that support differentiated instruction -- Good instruction as a basis for differentiated teaching -- Teachers at work building differentiated classrooms -- Instructional strategies that support differentiation -- More instructional strategies to support differentiation -- How do teachers make it all work? -- When educational leaders seek differentiated classrooms.”

b.  Differentiated instruction:  Sites that help classroom teachers adjust their teaching process to their learners needs.  Retrieved October 9, 2007, from   http://www.internet4classrooms.com/di.htm 

A site that links to MANY sites useful for differentiation: “sites that help classroom teachers adjust their teaching process to their learners’ needs.”

c.  Larsen, K. (2004, November/December).  Sink or swim:  Differentiated instruction in the library.  Library Media Connection 23(3): 14-16.

Larsen describes how she differentiates instruction in her library lessons to meet the various needs of student learners. 

7.  English Language Learners and Collection Development


a.  Wadham, T. (2007).  Libros esenciales: Building, marketing, and programming a core collection of Spanish language children’s materials. New York: Neal-Schuman.

“Wadham provides a core collection of over 100+ titles including board books, picture books, short chapter fiction, novels, poetry, and nonfiction ideal for serving toddlers to teens. He also shares authoritative advice for selecting Spanish titles.”
b.  Peck, E. (2007, February).  Selecting books for Spanish-speaking ESL students.  Library Media Connection 25(5): 41.

Peck gives ten practical tips for selecting books for ELLs.

c.  Larry Ferlazzo, English Teacher Retrieved October 9, 2007, from http://www.bayworld.net/ferlazzo/english.html   
Almost limitless links to resources related to English language learner, “designed to assist adults and children who are learning English as their second language.”

d. Corona, E., & Armour, L. (2007, March).  Providing support for English language learner services.  Library Media Connection 25(6): 34-37.

“The resources of the school library media center are invaluable for helping ELLs acquire English as their second language and master academic standards.”  Corona and Armour share ideas and strategies.
8.  Internet Safety


a.  VDOE: Office of Educational Technology.  Guidelines and resources for Internet safety in schools.  Retrieved October 7, 2007, from http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/Technology/OET/internet-safety-guidelines.shtml  Virginia legislation requires that school division AUPs include an Internet safety component and that the component be integrated into the division’s instructional program.  The purpose of this Web page is to provide you with the Department’s guidelines and related resources to implement this legislation.

b.  I-Safe: The leader in Internet safety education.  Retrieved October 7, 2007, from http://www.isafe.org/ 
“i-SAFE is a non-profit foundation whose mission is to educate and empower youth to make their Internet experiences safe and responsible. The goal is to educate students on how to avoid dangerous, inappropriate, or unlawful online behavior. i-SAFE accomplishes this through dynamic K-12 curriculum and community outreach programs to parents, law enforcement, and community leaders. It is the only Internet safety foundation to combine these elements.”

c.  NetSmartz.  Retrieved October 7, 2007, from http://www.netsmartz.org/ 
“The NetSmartz Workshop is an interactive, educational safety resource from the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children® (NCMEC) and Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) for children aged 5 to 17, parents, guardians, educators, and law enforcement that uses age-appropriate, 3-D activities to teach children how to stay safer on the Internet.”

d.  Doyle, R. P. (2007, June).  Internet safety, ILA, and MySpace: The nine-month process that produced not a baby, but a bookmark.  Illinois Library Association Reporter 25(3): 10-11.  

Explains the process by which the Illinois Library Association created three bookmarks promoting Internet safety:  “Dealing with Cyberbullies:  Tips for Kids;” “Safe Blogging:  Tips for Teens;” and “Social Networking: Tips for Parents.” (Visit http://www.ila.org/netsafe to download the bookmarks.)


e.  Tannetta, M. (2006, October).  Internet safety night brought to you by the library media specialist.  School Library Media Activities Monthly 23(2): 31-32.

An elementary library media specialist shares what she did to host this event for parents. 

9.  Library 2.0


a.  Casey, M. E., & Savastinuk, L. C. (2007).  Library 2.0: The librarian’s guide to participatory library service.  Medford, NJ: Information Today.

"’Library 2.0’ is a service model that aims to empower library users through participatory, user-driven services. In this resource for library administrators, Casey and Savastinuk review the model's theoretical underpinnings and offer practical advice on its implementation. Some of the issues addressed include reaching new users, incorporating technology, and getting staff and customer buy-in.”

b.  Richardson, W. (2007, January).  Online-powered school libraries: Web 2.0 technologies are transforming the school library.  District Administration:  The Magazine for K-12 Education Leaders.  Retrieved October 7, 2007, from http://www.districtadministration.com/viewarticle.aspx?articleid=1055 

Discusses blogs, wikis, social networking sites, podcasts, and vodcasts.     

c.  Bolan, K., Canada, M., & Cullin, R. (2007, Winter).  Web, library, and teen services 2.0.  Young Adult Library Services 4(2): 40-43.

Gives an overview of Web 2.0, Library 2.0, and the variety of teen services provided in this new environment.  

d.  Harris, C. (2006, May).  School library 2.0.  School Library Journal 53(5): 50-53.

“Say good-bye to your mother’s school library.  The Web is all about new possibilities.”  Harris shares ways in which the “digitally re-shifted school library must transcend the physical space to bring services and programming to every student and teacher throughout the school wherever learning is taking place.”


e.  Johnson, D. (2006, April/May).  Library media specialists 2.0.  Library Media Connection 24(7): 98.

Johnson discusses blogs, wikis, RSS feeds, and six implications for library media specialists.  

10.  Political Advocacy


a.  Schuckettt, S. (2004).  Political advocacy: You have the power! Worthington, OH: Linworth.

“In just over 100 pages, Schuckett motivates and explicitly details an exciting ‘how-to’ of political lobbying at all levels-from the school site and local board all the way to the national level.”

b.   Advocacy at the federal level:  SKILLS Act (Strengthening Kids Interest in Learning and Libraries)  

-ALA/AASL Skills Act of 2007.  Retrieved October 7, 2007, from http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aaslissues/SKILLS_Act.cfm 
- ALA Take Action. Retrieved October 7, 2007, from 

http://www.capwiz.com/ala/home/ 
http://www.capwiz.com/ala/issues/alert/?alertid=10223941&PROCESS=Take+Action    


c.  Advocacy at the state level:  Restoring funding for the SIRS databases for FindItVa.  


-VEMAList post from Charlie Makela, October 1, 2007.  Contact members of General Assembly to encourage them to include funding for the databases in the budget.  


-Find your legislators:  Who’s my legislator?  http://conview.state.va.us/whosmy.nsf/main?openform 

-Contact your delegate:  Welcome to the Virginia House of Delegates http://dela.state.va.us/dela/MemBios.nsf/MWebsiteTL?OpenView 

-Contact your senator:  Senate of Virginia http://sov.state.va.us/SenatorDB.nsf/$$Viewtemplate+for+WMembershipHome?OpenForm 
11.  Professional Learning Communities


a.  DuFour, R., & Eaker, R. (1998).  Professional learning communities at work: Best practices for enhancing student achievement.  Bloomington, IN: National Educational Service.

“The most promising strategy for sustained, substantive school improvement is developing the ability of school personnel to function as professional learning communities.”  


b.  Wood, D. (2007, March).  Teachers’ learning communities: Catalyst for change or a new infrastructure for the status quo?  Teachers College Record 109(3): 699-739.
“In an era of high stakes accountability, public school districts struggle to improve teaching and learning for all students.  As a result, effective professional development approaches to teachers are a high priority.  Recently, teachers’ learning communities (LCs) have been recommended because successful LCs foster teacher collaboration and make practice public.” 

c.  AASL launches professional learning community.  Retrieved October 7, 2007, from http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/AASLLearningCommunity.htm  

Open to all members of AASL, “the online community features forum discussions, live chats, document sharing and other tools to facilitate knowledge-sharing on topics related to the role of school library media specialists in student assessment.”
12.   Urban Fiction
a.  Street Lit/Urban Fiction.  Retrieved October 9, 2007, from http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Street_Lit/Urban_Fiction 
This ALA wiki defines street lit/urban fiction and provides links to author panels/events and to collection development resources.

b.  Morris, V. J., Hughes-Hassell, S., Agosto, D. E., & Cottman, D. T.  (2006, Fall).  Street lit:  Flying off teen fiction bookshelves in Philadelphia public libraries.  Young Adult Library Services  5(1), 16-23.

“This article explains that this genre’s titles show a vivid familiarity with the settings, situations, and relationships in which these urban teens inhabit, providing a validation and reflection of their outer and inner lives that few other teen media outlets consider.”
c. “Urban fiction for high school libraries.”  Presentation for the Fall 2006 VEMA Conference by Julia Cooley, Teacher Librarian, Hampton High School, Hampton, VA.  Retrieved October 9, 2007, from http://www.vema.gen.va.us/conference/06handouts/Cooley.pdf
Julia provides an annotated bibliography of urban fiction titles published since 2004.  
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