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Grade One

Reading is the priority in first grade. The student will be immersed in a print-rich environment to develop oral language skills, phonetic skills, vocabulary, comprehension, and an awareness of print materials as sources of information and enjoyment. The student will use listening and speaking skills to participate in classroom discussions. The student will use a variety of strategies to read new words and will read familiar selections with fluency and expression. The student will continue to develop an understanding of character, setting, main idea, and story sequence in a variety of texts. The student will increase vocabulary and comprehension strategies by reading age-appropriate materials across the curriculum, with emphasis on materials that reflect the Standards of Learning in mathematics, science, and history and social science. The student will also demonstrate comprehension of fiction and nonfiction selections through classroom discussion and will begin to communicate ideas in writing. The student will become an independent reader by the end of first grade.

Oral Language

1.1
The student will continue to demonstrate growth in the use of oral language.
a) Listen and respond to a variety of media, including books, audiotapes, videos, and other age-appropriate materials.
b) Tell and retell stories and events in logical order.
c) Participate in a variety of oral language activities, including choral speaking and reciting short poems, rhymes, songs, and stories with repeated patterns.

· If possible, read poems, rhymes, songs, and stories that encourage the children to act out the events.   

d) Express ideas orally in complete sentences.
1.2 
The student will continue to expand and use listening and speaking vocabularies.
a) Increase oral descriptive vocabulary.

b) Begin to ask for clarification and explanation of words and ideas.
c) Follow simple two-step oral directions.

· Students will participate in an obstacle course.  They will have to remember the sequence of events. It will also work well if other children are the obstacles.  For example, one child may place hands and feet on the floor and the children must go under him - this helps reinforce the concept of directions.  A child may be asked to sit on the floor and other children go around him.  A child may lie on the floor and the other children go over him.  Children may rotate positions so that all can be the obstacles and others can go through the course.   To increase activity, children may be asked to jog through the course (or jump, or hop).

d) Give simple two-step oral directions.

· Allow students to make up their own obstacle course and give directions to the students.

e) Use singular and plural nouns.
1.3
The student will adapt or change oral language to fit the situation.

a) Initiate conversation with peers and adults.

b) Follow rules for conversation.

c) Use appropriate voice level in small-group settings.
d) Ask and respond to questions in small-group settings.
1.4
The student will orally identify and manipulate phonemes (small units of sound) in syllables and multisyllabic words.
a) Count phonemes (sounds) in syllables or words with a maximum of three syllables.

· Gilbert, (1977, pp. 62-63):
1. “Let’s take one word on our list (use whatever words you are studying) and say it slowly, and clap once for each syllable.  Let’s try another word.  (Continue clapping along with the children until all the words have been clapped through. 

2. Instead of clapping the syllables, can you change your level on each syllable?  We will have to say the word slowly so you will have time to change.  (Example:  Sat – high level; ur – low level; day – medium level). . .

3. Can you punch your arm in a different direction for each syllable?  Remember you can punch forward, backward, right, left, up, down.  Try another body part with another word.  Try swinging, pushing and pulling, bending and stretching; twisting and untwisting; rocking or swaying.

4. Can you stamp your foot on each syllable?  Try snapping your fingers; slapping your thighs … 

5. Can you take a step on each syllable?  Try jumping; hopping; leaping; skipping; galloping; sliding.  Say one word over and over again stepping, hopping, etc. on each syllable, letting the word move you across the room.  Try moving through space in different directions.

6.
Who can show me great big shapes for each syllable?  Who can show me little tiny shapes for each syllable?  Can you alternate big and little shapes on each syllable?”
b) Add or delete phonemes (sounds) orally to change syllables or words.

c) Create rhyming words orally.

· Gilbert, (1977, pp. 44-46)

2.
I’m going to write a word on the board.  (Example: ill).  Show me all the different letters you could use at the beginning of the word to change the meaning of it.  Can you make the letters with different body parts or your whole body?  As you make each letter, you might want to write the letters or words down so you will remember them.  Who found the most letters?  Read your list for us.  Did anyone else make any other letters?  Are those real words?  Let us try another word. . . .

3.
Show the students a picture.  Then read a list of words.  When the children hear a word that rhymes with the picture, they should jump up.  “(Example:  Show a picture of a hat and say the words – tell, sat, big, ran, cat, be bat.  The students should jump up on sat, cat, and bat.)”
d) Blend sounds to make word parts and words with one to three syllables.

Reading
1.5
The student will apply knowledge of how print is organized and read.
a) Read from left to right and from top to bottom.
b) Match spoken words with print.

c) Identify letters, words, and sentences.

· Letters may be scattered on the floor around the classroom.  Children will be challenged move to stand on a letter -it may be the first letter of their name or multiple letters may be used to spell out spelling words.

· Children may be able to show you how to make their bodies into the shape of letters – they may work with partners.  They may be able to work in small groups to spell words.

· Students may use jump ropes to form letters.

1.6
The student will apply phonetic principles to read and spell.
a) Use beginning and ending consonants to decode and spell single-syllable words.
b) Use two-letter consonant blends to decode and spell single-syllable words.
c) Use beginning consonant digraphs to decode and spell single-syllable words.
d) Use short vowel sounds to decode and spell single-syllable words.
e) Blend beginning, middle, and ending sounds to recognize and read words.

f) Use word patterns to decode unfamiliar words.

g) Use compound words.

· Gilbert (1977, pp. 58 – 59):

1. “(Distribute reading books, index cards, and scissors to the students.)  Look at your reader and find a compound word.  Write the word on the card in big letters.  Now cut the word in half so that it comes two words.  I am gong to collect all the cards in the room, mix them up, and pass one out to each of you.  Move around the room with your card.  When you find a person with a word that goes with your word, get together and act out the compound word.  When everyone has a partner, we will look at the pairs and try to guess the word.

Variation:  Play music as the children move around.  When you stop the music, they must find the correct partner as quickly as possible and make the word.  Have the children move in different ways as they look for their partners, e.g., skipping, galloping, sliding, etc.

2. Place a list of words on the board that could fit together to form compound words . . . (Divide the class into three or four groups.)  Look at the list of compound words on the board.  Each group pick a compound word and think of a good sentence using your word.  I am going to ask one group to say their sentence out loud, leaving a blank where the compound word fits in.  How quickly can the other groups think of the right compound word and spell it out with their bodies?

3. (Divide the class into groups.)  I am going to give each group a card with a word written on it.  Think of different words that can be attached to the word on your card to form compound words.  Have people in your group describe the words you think of through movement.  We will watch each group when everyone is ready and try to guess all the compound words we see.  (Use words for the cards such as:  house, man, time, play, stairs, and rain.)”

h) Read and spell common, high-frequency sight words, including the, said, and come.
1.7
The student will use meaning clues and language structure to expand vocabulary when reading.

a) Use titles and pictures.
b) Use knowledge of the story and topic to read words.
c) Use knowledge of sentence structure.

d) Reread and self-correct.

1.8
The student will read familiar stories, poems, and passages with fluency and expression.

· Have a Reader’s Theatre and have the students act out the plays.  (Chris Wiley -  
Trevilians Elementary School, Louisa County, VA)
1.9
The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of a variety of fiction and nonfiction.

a) Preview the selection.

b) Set a purpose for reading.

c) Relate previous experiences to what is read.

d) Make predictions about content.

e) Ask and answer who, what, when, where, why, and how questions about what is read.

f) Identify characters, setting, and important events.

g) Retell stories and events, using beginning, middle, and end.

h) Identify the topic or main idea.
· All of the above can be accomplished by using books that require the students to demonstrate movements as the story is being read.

1.10
The student will use simple reference materials.

a) Use knowledge of alphabetical order by first letter.

b) Use a picture dictionary to find meanings of unfamiliar words.

Writing

1.11
The student will print legibly.

a) Form letters.

b) Space words and sentences.

1.12
The student will write to communicate ideas.

a) Generate ideas.

b) Focus on one topic.

c) Use descriptive words when writing about people, places, things, and events.

· Give each student a descriptive word.  The student will act out the adjective.  (Chris Wiley - Trevilians Elementary School, Louisa County, VA)
d) Use complete sentences in final copies.

e) Begin each sentence with a capital letter and use ending punctuation in final copies.

f) Use correct spelling for high-frequency sight words and phonetically regular words in final copies.

g) Share writing with others.

h) Use available technology.
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