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Kindergarten

The kindergarten student will be immersed in a print-rich environment to develop oral language skills, phonological awareness, print awareness, vocabulary, comprehension, and an appreciation for literature. The reading of fiction and nonfiction selections will enable students to develop an awareness of print materials as sources of information and enjoyment. The kindergarten student will have the opportunity to use words that describe people, places, and events. The student will recognize and print letters of the alphabet, use the basic phonetic principles of identifying and writing beginning sounds, identify story elements, and communicate ideas through pictures and writing.

Oral Language
K.1
The student will demonstrate growth in the use of oral language.
a) Listen to a variety of literary forms, including stories and poems.
· The teacher can read stories that contain movements.  The children act out the movements as the teacher reads the story.

b) Participate in choral speaking and recite short poems, rhymes, songs, and stories with repeated patterns.
· Practice jumping ropes with the rhymes often used on playgrounds.

c) Participate in creative dramatics.
d) Begin to discriminate between spoken sentences, words, and syllables.
e) Recognize rhyming words.

· See K.1-b

f) Generate rhyming words in a rhyming pattern.
· Students create their own rhymes as they jump.  Note:  If children are unable to jump a rope, they may jump back and forth across a line until they master the moving rope.
K.2
The student will use listening and speaking vocabularies.
a) Use number words.
b) Use words to describe/name people, places, and things.
c) Use words to describe location, size, color, and shape.
· Throw ball into a designated color trashcan.  May use different size or color balls and size trash cans

· Place shapes around the room (i.e., circle, square, triangle, etc.).  Student are told a shape to find.  When they find it, they must make their body into that shape.  Or students may be challenged to jump in place 5 times.

d) Use words to describe actions.
· Students may work as partners.  One will move (walk slowly or jump around and object) and the other student will describe it.

· Students may describe any of a variety of movements, i.e., throwing, dribbling, jogging, etc.

e) Ask about words not understood.
f) Follow one-step and two-step directions.

· Create a movement sequence with a beginning, a middle, and an end.  Children can then demonstrate that sequence to their classmates.  The classmates can duplicate the sequence and then describe the movements

g) Begin to ask how and why questions.

K.3
The student will build oral communication skills.
a) Begin to follow implicit rules for conversation, including taking turns and staying on topic.
b) Express ideas and needs in complete sentences.
c) Begin to use voice level, phrasing, and intonation appropriate for language situation.
d) Listen and speak in informal conversations with peers and adults.
e) Begin to initiate conversations.
f) Participate in discussions about books and specific topics.
K.4
The student will hear, say, and manipulate phonemes (small units of sound) of spoken language.
a) Identify orally words that rhyme.
· Gilbert, 1977, p. 45)

· Show the students a picture.  Then read a list of words.  When the children hear a word that rhymes with the picture, they should jump up.  “(Example:  Show a picture of a hat and say the words – tell, sat, big, ran, cat, be bat.  The students should jump up on sat, cat, and bat.)”

b) Identify words orally according to shared beginning or ending sounds.
· Repeat K.4 a), but use words that have shared beginnings sounds.  For example, show a picture of a bear and then say the words bat, cow, dog, ball, etc. 

c) Blend sounds orally to make words or syllables.
d) Divide one-syllable words into sounds (phonemes).
e) Divide words into syllables.

· Gilbert, (1977, pp. 62-63):
1. “Let’s take one word on our list (use whatever words you are studying) and say it slowly, and clap once for each syllable.  Let’s try another word.  (Continue clapping along with the children until all the words have been clapped through. 

2. Instead of clapping the syllables, can you change your level on each syllable?  We will have to say the word slowly so you will have time to change.  (Example:  Sat – high level; ur – low level; day – medium level). . .

3. Can you punch your arm in a different direction for each syllable?  Remember you can punch forward, backward, right, left, up, down.  Try another body part with another word.  Try swinging, pushing and pulling, bending and stretching; twisting and untwisting; rocking or swaying.

4. Can you stamp your foot on each syllable?  Try snapping your fingers; slapping your thighs … 

5. Can you take a step on each syllable?  Try jumping; hopping; leaping; skipping; galloping; sliding.  Say one word over and over again stepping, hopping, etc. on each syllable, letting the word move you across the room.  Try moving through space in different directions.

6. Who can show me great big shapes for each syllable?  Who can show me little tiny shapes for each syllable?  Can you alternate big and little shapes on each syllable?”

Reading

K.5
The student will understand how print is organized and read.
a) Hold print materials in the correct position.
b) Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book.
c) Follow words from left to right and from top to bottom on a printed page.
d) Match voice with print: syllables, words, and phrases.

K.6
The student will demonstrate an understanding that print makes sense.
a) Explain that printed materials provide information.
b) Identify common signs and logos.
c) Read ten high-frequency words.
d) Read and explain own writing and drawings.
K.7
The student will develop an understanding of basic phonetic principles.
a) Identify and name the uppercase and lowercase letters of the alphabet.

· Gilbert (1977, pp. 25 – 27)

· “Can you turn your whole body into a letter of the alphabet we have been working on today?  What about a C.  (Start with easy letters such as T, C, I, F, J, O, U, V, Y.)

· Can you make the first letter of your first name?  Can you make the first letter of your last name?

· Can you make an A with your hands?  With your arms?  With just your legs?  With a leg and an arm?  (Continue with other body parts and other letters.)

· What letters can you make with a partner?  (Have the students watch each other and guess the letters.)

· What letters can you make with three people?  Are some letters easier to make with three people than with just one person?  [W, M, A, G, H , K, R, Q, N]  Why?  [These letters use more lines and angles than others.]

· Can you make an A stranding up?  Sitting down?  Lying down?  [Here children are using different levels.]Can you make a capital A?  Can you make a small a? . . .

· Can your letter walk across the room and still keep its shape?

· Who can show me a hopping T? a rolling O? a running I?  A jumping P? a galloping Y?  a walking B?

Continue to combine different locomotor movements with different letters.  Ask the children to come up with challenges for each other.  You might want to save this activity for the gym or recess when you are in a space with more room than the classroom.

· Can you make a frozen Z?  When I give the signal melt into another letter, freeze and let us guess what your new letter is.  (You may want to ask them to melt into another specific letter.)

· Make the largest T you can, a T an elephant would write.  Now make the smallest T you can – a T for an ant.

· Can your letter walk backwards, forwards, sideways?  (Use of direction.)

· I’m going to turn your elbow into a pencil. How can you write the letter A in the air with your elbow?  Can you write the letter A with your head?  With your knee?  With your leg?  With your shoulder?  Trace the letter on the ceiling, on the floor, in front of you, behind you.  (Continue, using other letters and other body parts.)”

· Students use a jump rope to make different letter shapes.  Can you make the first letter of your name, etc.  (Tammy Newkirk, Unionville Elementary, Orange County, VA)

b) Match consonant and short vowel sounds to appropriate letters.

c) Identify beginning consonant sounds in single-syllable words.

K.8
The student will demonstrate comprehension of fiction and nonfiction.

· With two different pictures, have the students throw bean bags at the fictional characters and non-fiction character when given the proper cue.
a) Use pictures to make predictions about content.
· Have the students act out the story.  (Rebecca Jasman – Trevilians Elementary School, Louisa County, VA)
b) Retell familiar stories, using beginning, middle, and end.
c) Discuss characters, setting, and events.
· Retell story with movement
d) Use story language in discussions and retellings.
e) Identify what an author does and what an illustrator does.

f) Identify the topics of nonfiction selections.
Writing

K.9
The student will print the uppercase and lowercase letters of the alphabet independently.

· Trace pathways of letter with locomotor skills (jump, hop, jog, gallop, etc.)

· See K.7 a) above

K.10
The student will print his/her first and last names.

· Challenge the student to use jump ropes to spell out names.  Then students may draw names on blacktop (sidewalk chalk) and they are challenged to jump, hop, walk, etc. over their names.

· Children may be challenged to move without the chalk to make the letters.

· Children may be challenged to make their bodies into shapes.

K.11
The student will write to communicate ideas.

a) Draw pictures and/or use letters and phonetically spelled words to write about experiences, stories, people, objects, or events.

b) Write left to right and top to bottom.

K.12
The student will explore the uses of available technology for reading and writing.
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