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Review of Web site for CHOICE

http://www.founders.howard.edu/subjects/french_connection.htm
This robust and deeply embedded site offers a feast for francophiles.  Based at and maintained by the Howard University Library system, it bundles a wide range of French-related web resources that will satisfy the beginning student and stimulate the advanced researcher.  The layout is thematically simplistic, a little klunky even, but never too cute or arcane.  The opening page provides an index to what lies below:  history, current events and media, language and literature, libraries, e-texts and publishing, art and culture, tourism, industry and trade, government, gateways, and search engines.  The nine categories expand to a largely alphabetical (though not always logical) listing of such items as hyperlinked online newspapers, information on the EU, and the world of diplomacy.  Language and literature offers a group of dictionaries, lexicons and encyclopedias.  Here we found, alas, a) no online dictionary of Old French;  b) a very small map of Senegal and, c) no mention of the now-classical "So Long a Letter" by Dakar author Mariama Bâ.  Further links in this section included education, French grammar and linguistics, and about thirty links to French-language authors (e.g., home pages for Aimé Césaire, Chateaubriand, La Fontaine, Proust, Senghor, etc.).  Libraries and e-texts subsume publishers, the Bibliothèque Nationale de France, the online works of Voltaire, and so forth.  Art and culture provides linkages to the Alliance Française of Washington, DC (now offering French lessons over the Web), graphics of illuminated manuscripts and from various museums.  A new portal, Ulysse, is a "passerelle" or gateway to French arts, letters and science (also added to the final twenty "outils de recherche" (Research Tools--which includes the useful "QuiQuoiOu" [WhoWhatWhere" from France Telecom]).  The best restaurants in Paris and best bets for French hotels highlight the tourism page.  Industry and commerce has four links, one of which will be interesting for students in Business French:  the Bottin enterprises (yellow pages).  Next to last comes a rundown on the French President and Prime Minister's office, the National Assembly, Senate, as well as the French Embassy in Washington.  Twenty-four links are provided under Gateways--to other enriched sites, to which one should add the comparative in scope and perhaps even more developed pages based at the CUNY Graduate Center and Lehman College in New York:  http://web.gc.cuny.edu/french and http://www.lehman.cuny.edu/depts/langlit/french/francomonde.html
The "French Connection," all in all, is a very reliable, swift-loading and user-friendly reference--to be bookmarked and recommended.
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