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Drawing on over one hundred primary sources, this compact and dense monograph records in detail how French women of letters responded to the call for help from their nation during the World War I.  The author's previous work, En l'honneur de la juste parole:  La Poésie française contre la Grande Guerre (Peter Lang, 1993) anticipates (and inaugurates the title of) the present volume.  The production of war-centered novels and short fiction by women surprises with its sheer bulk--heretofore, with a few exceptions, unnoticed and unappreciated.  Forgotten today ("written out of history," one might say), these literary works are studied now to illustrate how perceptions of the war's impact were voiced.  The author also focuses both on the personal and social transformations taking place during this "war to end all wars," as well as on how the women writers constructed the meaning of gender for their (mostly women) readers.  At once thematic and chronological, the approach and methodology are quite skillful.  Key words include "motherhood," "service," "care-giving," "charity," ""civic duty," and "self-sacrifice."  As one reads, the character who kept coming to mind was Yvonne (played by Madeleine LeBeau) in the classic film Casablanca--a vulnerable blonde slut whose patriotism remains unquestionable, even though she sleeps with every German soldier available.  Appropriate for all levels, public, undergraduate and research libraries.

