The Effective Foreign Language Teacher*

Use of the Target Language

_____ Teacher uses target language as the normal and expected means of classroom communication.

_____ Uses natural speed and intonation.

_____ Uses gestures, facial expressions, and body language.

_____ Uses concrete referents such as props, realia, manipulatives, and visuals (especially with entry-level students)

_____ Uses linguistic modifications when necessary to make the target language more comprehensible for the students

Communicative Language Teaching

_____ Teacher provides students with opportunities for extended listening.

_____ Teacher uses authentic communication to motivate all language use.

_____ Teacher practices sensitive error correction with primary focus on errors of meaning rather than on errors of form.

_____ Teacher provides hands-on experiences for students, accompanied by oral and written language use.

_____ Teacher accelerates student communication by teaching functional chunks of language.

_____ Reading and writing for communication are integrated with listening and speaking experiences.

_____ Reading and writing are based on student-centered experiences, including experiences with literature.

_____ Questions and activities provide for a real exchange of information and opinions.

_____ Students ask as well as answer questions.

_____ Grammatical structures and vocabulary are introduced and practiced in meaningful contexts.

_____ Classroom routines provide students with clear clues to meaning.

Lesson Content

_____ Lesson/unit shows relationship to a guiding thematic idea (thematic center).

_____ Lesson/unit shows balance of language, culture, and subject content goals.

_____ Language components of lesson/unit emphasize language in use.

_____ Grammar is presented through and for usage rather than analysis.

_____ Lessons incorporate global and multicultural awareness.

_____ Lessons contain links to the general school curriculum.

_____ Lessons contain information and experiences drawn from the target culture(s).

_____ Culture activities include experiences with literature for children and young adolescents from the target culture(s).

_____ Lessons avoid and attempt to counter cultural and other stereotypes.

Lesson Planning

_____ There is evidence of detailed planning.

_____ Lessons incorporate both new and familiar material.

_____ Plans include several language skills in each lesson.

_____I ndividual activities are part of an overall plan that includes careful preparation and follow-up.

_____ Lesson content and activities are appropriate to age and developmental level of the class.

_____ Plans incorporate activities from a variety of cognitive levels.

_____ Activities provide students with successful learning experiences.

_____ Teacher provides smooth and logical transitions from one activity to another.

Lesson Implementation

_____ Teacher uses a variety of classroom techniques.

_____ Teachers and students use visuals and realia effectively.

_____ Teacher uses many and varied concrete materials and realia.

_____ Teacher gives clear directions and examples.

_____ Teacher allows ample wait time after questions.

_____ Teacher maintains a pace that has momentum and a sense of direction.

_____ Teacher changes activities frequently and logically.

_____ Students are active throughout the class period

_____ individually
_____ as part of groups

_____ There are varied groupings of students and varied interaction patterns:

_____ teacher/ student
_____ student/teacher

_____ student/student

Classroom Climate

_____ Teacher appears enthusiastic and motivated.

_____ Teacher shows patience with student attempts to communicate.

_____ Teacher uses varied and appropriate rewards.

_____ Environment is attractive and reflects the target culture.

_____ Discipline is positive, prompt, nondisruptive.

Monitoring and Assessment

_____ Teacher constantly monitors student comprehension, avoiding reference to the students'   native language.

_____ Teacher assesses language development in meaningful contexts.

_____ Teacher uses a variety of formal and informal assessment tools.

*Adapted from:
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