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Longwood University 

Education Practicum in Valencia, Spain 
May 14-June 15, 2014 

 
 

 
Wednesday, 
May 14 

 
Group A:  Meet at Richmond Airport US Airways check-in area at 11:30 am.  ¡No later!   
Group B:  Meet at Richmond Airport US Airways check-in area at 1:00 pm.  ¡No later!   
 
After check-in and going through security, we will meet in the gate area for our homework session.  
We will fly to Philadelphia, where we’ll have a discussion session in the departure gate before 
boarding our 8-hour overseas flight to Madrid (both groups on the same flight).  Onboard we’ll have 
dinner, movies and breakfast.  The best advice is to eat the dinner, but sleep during the movies.  It’s 
8:25 am when we arrive. 
 

 
Thursday, 
May 15 

 
Arrival in Madrid about 8:25am.  You may use the ATM machines to withdraw some Euros from your 
debit account, before boarding our private bus for the 3 ½ hour ride to Valencia (one rest stop).   
 
We will arrive in Valencia about 1:30 pm, and our host families will be there to greet us and take us 
home.  Have lunch, unpack, rest.   
 
Afternoon options:  Beach, explore, rest.  Make sure to tell your host mom today that you would like 
to take a lunch on Saturday’s excursion, so she has time to buy necessary items. 
 
9:00 pm (ask to make sure what time):   Be home for dinner and get a good night’s sleep! 
 

 
Friday,  
May 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Your host mom will take you to the Institute, so that you can see (and remember) how to get there.  
You must arrive by 9:30 am.  Please be punctual!   
 
9:30-10:45 Orientation:  Meet Institute staff and professors; practical info, safety info, etc.  Info for 
Saturday’s excursion to Peñíscola.   The Institute has a computer lab and wireless that you may use in 
the afternoons after you get home from school on weekdays, if you like. 
 
10:45 Leave for Caxton School (metro to train station, train to Caxton), with Dr. Lily Goetz and the 
Director of the Institute, Carmen Sancho.  Meet teachers, tour school, begin Practicum.  Ride school 
bus home. 
 
6:00 pm:  Explore the city on our private bus tour of Valencia.  Meet at the corner of Jaime Roig and El 
Bachiller (where we met our families yesterday).  We will board our tour bus with Profesora Laura, 
who will show us the highlights of the City of Valencia and explain some of the history of this beautiful 
seaside city.  We’ll see the Royal Gardens (Jardines del Real), within walking distance of the Institute; 
the Río Turia gardens; the lively port; the spectacular arquitecture of the museums designed by 
Calatrava; the beach; the house/museum of novelist Vicente Blasco Ibáñez; and more.  After seeing all 
of the important sights, the bus will leave us at the fifteenth-century Torres de Serranos (on one of 
your free afternoons, for 2 euros you may climb up to the top of the Torres de Serranos towers 
overlooking the river and the city).   
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Friday,  
May 16 
(continued) 

We will begin our walking tour of the old town:  from the Towers we’ll walk up “Candy Street” (Calle 
de los Caramelos) to the Cathedral and Miguelete tower, and the Roman Ruins.  From there we’ll walk 
to the Plaza del Ayuntamiento and the Post Office Palace.  From here, you will go home following the 
instructions your family has provided. 
9:00 Dinner with host families 
 

 
Saturday, 
May 17 

 
10:00  Excursion to Peñíscola.  Bring lunch to eat at the beach, or plan to eat in a beach restaurant. 
 
Meet at corner of Jaime Roig and El Bachiller by the farmacia at 10:00am (again, the same corner 
where we met our host families).  Be punctual, please!   We’ll visit the Castillo de Peñíscola; see the 
interior of the castle that belonged to the Spanish Pope “Papa Luna” and was used in the filming of 
the movie El Cid.  Hear about the stories of intrigue, murder, and the ghost that still haunts the castle.  
Afternoon at the beach.            
 
6:00  Meet back at the bus            7:30 arrival in Valencia.             9:00 Dinner.   
 

 
Sunday,  
May 18 

 
Free day!   Options:  12:00 Mass in Valencia Cathedral /and/or / go to the beach / or explore the river 
parks or the Jardines del Real.        
 
1:30  (or ask what time):  Be home for Sunday Lunch/Dinner.  Don’t miss Sunday dinner if you can 
help it:  they will normally have a very good dinner, sometimes Paella, Valencia’s famous rice dish. 
 
9:00 pm:  Be home for dinner and get a good night’s sleep!  Remind your host family that you will not 
be home for dinner on Monday evening and ask them for the best way to get to the Plaza de la 
Virgen, where you will need to meet the group on Monday afternoon for our Tapas dinner outing.   
 

 
May 19-June 13 
 

 
Ride school bus to and from school; Practicum.  Breakfast & dinner with host family; lunch at school. 
 

 
Monday, 
May 19 

 
Ride school bus to and from school. 
 
7:15 pm Meet at the Plaza de la Virgen (behind the Cathedral) to go to La Rotonda in the Plaza 
Redonda (8:00 reservation) to sample a variety of tapas for dinner.   
No dinner at home this evening; make sure to tell your host mom! 
 

 
Saturday, 
May 24 

 
10:00 Churros y Chocolate!  Meet the Gen Ed group at Casa Valor in the Plaza de la Reina.  Go upstairs 
to our “classroom”.  You will enjoy fabulous churros con chocolate as you have your History of 
Chocolate lesson.  Bring notebooks to take notes; this info is useful for your own classroom some day! 
 
11:30  Walking tour by the Cathedral to compare the architecture from different epochs, then visit to 
the Roman ruins beneath the Cathedral.  Bring notebook for taking notes. 
 
2:00-4:00 Lunch with families      Tarde libre.      9:00 pm:  Dinner 

 
Sunday, 
May 25 

 
Free day!    1:30  (or ask what time):  Be home for Sunday Lunch/Dinner unless you have made 
arrangements to be at the beach or elsewhere.       9:00 pm:  Dinner with family 
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Friday, 
May 30 

 
Excursion to Lisbon, Portugal.  You will learn about the Age of Discovery; plan to make use of what 
you learn in your future classes! 
 
9:30 am Meet at the Valencia airport.  You can take the metro to the airport.  Ask your host mom the 
day before for a lunch to take with you.  You must have your passport, a photocopy of the passport, 
and Longwood ID card with you.  See handouts for more details. 
 
12:15 arrival in Lisbon.  We will be met by our private motorcoach to take us to our hotel.   
Afternoon visits to the National Coach Museum and/or the Maritime Museum.  Explore the city. 
 
Dinner on your own.  Profs will provide suggestions.  Hotel curfew:  12:00. 
 

 
Saturday, 
May 31 

 
8:00 Breakfast:  Sample Pastéis de Belém, famous pastries at the Casa de Pastéis de Belém. 
 
9:30 Begin your explorations of Lisbon: 
         Explore the Torre de Belém, the 16th Century tower that played a significant role in the 
Portuguese maritime discoveries during the Age of Discovery.  The tower was built to be part of a 
defense system at the mouth of the Tagus river and a ceremonial gateway to Lisbon.   
 
        Visit the Monument to the Discoveries, dedicated to the Portuguese explorers of the Age of 
Discovery on the 500th anniversary of the death of Prince Henry the Navigator.   
 
12:00 lunch on your own.  Profs will indicate possibilities. 
 
1:30  Experience the beauty and grandeur of the Jerónimos Monastery, a 16th Century UNESCO World 
Heritage Site known for its unique architecture; you will see Vasco da Gama’s tomb, as well as the 
tombs of Portuguese royals. 
 
Free time for exploring on your own.  Dinner on your own.  Hotel curfew:  12:00. 
 

 
Sunday, 
June 1 

 
Return to Valencia.  Leave hotel at 6:00 am for 8:25 am flight.  Arrival in Valencia at 11:00 am.   
You can take the metro home from the airport.   
 
2:00-4:00 Lunch with families.     Tarde libre.     9:00 pm:  Dinner 
 

 
Saturday,  
June 7 

 
Excursion to the Castle of Cullera, the Cullera Rice Museum, (yes, Rice Museum!) and to Albufera Lake 
and nature preserve.  Midday at the beach!  Bring lunch from home. 
 
9:00 Meet at corner of Jaime Roig and Calle El Bachiller.  Please be punctual!   
We’re off to Cullera, a beautiful beach town, where we’ll visit the Museo del Arroz—a museum 
housed in a hermitage with spectacular views of the rice fields and the Albufera, where we can learn 
about the history of the cultivation of rice in the Valencia area.  Then we’ll tour the historic Tenth-
Century califal Castle of Cullera, which contains the Museo Municipal de Historia y Arqueología de 
Cullera.  Afterward, we’ll have free time at the beach until 4:30.   
 
We will visit an authentic Valencian Barraca farmhouse; then enjoy a boat ride on the Albufera lake 
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where we will see many different species of birds, fish, vegetation, and we’ll hear about the 
environmental issues associated with this part of the Valencian region. 
Return to Valencia about 7pm. 
 

Sunday, June 8 Free day 

 
Friday,  
June 13 

 
Last day at school.  Leave school at 12:00.  You will take the train to Valencia; train fare (approx. 3€). 
2:00 Farewell lunch at Restaurante La Clemencia.             Afternoon:  pack.      
 
Tonight:  Ask your host mom to call a taxi tonight, to arrange for you and your roommates to be 
picked up with your suitcases to come to the corner by the farmacia for our final tour.  You will need a 
taxi that can accommodate suitcases.  If there are 3 of you, you may need 2 taxis.  Plan your money 
accordingly.  Ask your host mom to prepare a lunch to take with you. 
 
Dinner:  9:00 pm     Early to bed! 
 

 
Saturday, 
June 14 
 
 
 
Saturday, 
June 14  
(continued) 

 
Tour of Roman and Medieval Spain.  Today we leave for Avila and Segovia. 
8:00 am  Meet at corner of Jaime Roig and Calle El Bachiller.  Bring lunch.  Please be punctual! 
 
We will travel by private motorcoach for about 4 hours through the beautiful countryside to Segovia. 
 
12:00 Arrival in Segovia, famous for its spectacular Roman aqueduct and the castle of Fernando and 
Isabel. 
We will be staying at the Hotel Acueducto, with spectacular views of the Roman aqueduct. 
 
Lunch on your own, followed by afternoon tour of Segovia:  Explore the Roman aqueduct and visit the 
Alcázar de Segovia, the castle where Isabel de Castilla married Fernando de Aragón.  Climb the tower 
of the castle for beautiful views of the surrounding country side.  Then explore the quaint city with its 
shops, bakeries, and cafés. 
 
Farewell Dinner with group:  sample delicious traditional Castillian dishes:  roast suckling pig or roast 
lamb, bean soup or gazpacho. 
 
12:00:  Hotel curfew. 
 

 
Sunday, 
June 15 

 
Returning home:   
8:00 am:  Our private bus will take us directly from Segovia to the Madrid airport for our 12:30 pm 
flight to Philadelphia—this time the flight is 9 hours.  
 
After arriving in Philadelphia at 3:00 pm, you will go through Customs, re-check your luggage and have 
some free time before boarding your Philadelphia-to-Richmond flight. 
 
Group A flight time 9:30 pm; Group A will arrive at Richmond Airport at 10:29 pm on June 15. 
 
Group B flight time 5:30 pm; Group B will arrive at Richmond Airport at 6:37 pm on June 15. 
 
*Flight times can change; we will confirm a few days ahead. 

 


