
Conference Attendance Requirement 
FLAVA         VATESOL  

 

 

    We try to keep costs to a minimum for this class, but you will need to plan for the cost of 

membership in at least one professional organization, and attendance at one conference.  As 

conference fees go, FLAVA and VATESOL are fairly inexpensive, so please plan for this 

expense.  The EML department usually funds the conference registration fees for students 

attending FLAVA or VATESOL, and sometimes will fund hotel accommodations for students 

sharing rooms. 

 

     Here is why this requirement exists and why it is important:  This course is THE professional 

course for your career, and one of the objectives of this course is to instill in the course 

participants a sense of continuing professional development, which includes membership and 

attendance at conferences.  You will actually reap a lot for the cost of the conference fee, since 

you will be able to choose a number of sessions or workshops to attend.  I find that every 

conference I attend gives me new ideas for my classes as well as renewed motivation and 

energy.  There is no substitute that matches the benefits of participation in professional 

conferences, so participants are required to attend their state’s professional organization's 

conference.  Previous students who have attended these conferences have had very positive 

experiences and have very enthusiastically recommended that all future teachers take part in this 

activity. 

 

 

Conference Assignment: 

 

 Attend at least 3 sessions at a professional conference dealing with language 

teaching, and submit your critical review of the sessions.  (The keynote 

address and workshops count too, but not meals or visits to the Exhibits, 

although those ARE also great opportunities.) 

 Please type a summary of each session you attended, containing the 

following information. 

o Title of session 

o Presenter(s) and their institution(s) 

o Date and Time 

o A summary of what you learned and how you might use the 

information in your teaching (approximately 1 page for each session, 

double-spaced). 

 Please type an overall evaluation of the conference and include any other 

activities in which you participated that you consider beneficial (visits to the 

Exhibits, meals, etc.). 



 Submit summaries in ONE Word doc.  This assignment counts as a quiz 

grade.  You will receive 25 points for each session write-up and 25 points 

for your overall evaluation of the conference (total:  100 points). 

 

Rubric: 

 

 

25 points 

 

Description and evaluation of the first session you attended, and 

how you may use the info in your teaching. 

 

25 points 

 

Description and evaluation of the second session you attended, and 

how you may use the info in your teaching 

 

25 points 

 

Description and evaluation of the second session you attended, and 

how you may use the info in your teaching 

 

25 points 

Your overall evaluation of the conference, including other activities 

in which you participated.   

 

Total 

 

 

 


