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Last-Minute Checklist Before Travel! 
 
 
Money:  what to do before you leave so that you can access your money in Spain:   
Do not plan to us traveler’s checks in Spain.  The best way to access money in Spain is with a 
“debit card” linked to your checking account.  Remember to call the phone number on the back 
of your debit card as well as any credit cards you plan to use to have them note in their 
computer the dates you will be in Spain so that the cards will work (if you do not do this, they 
may deny access to your card, thinking it has been stolen and is being used without 
authorization).  This is an important step.  Don’t leave home without having done this!  We may 
have time in the Madrid airport to use an ATM so that you can withdraw some euros.  If not, 
ask your host family to go with you to a nearby bank to use an ATM. 
 
Medical prescriptions:  Make sure you have enough of any prescription medications you use to 
last for the entire time we are in Spain.  Bring them in their original containers with the 
doctor’s info on them.  Plan for this ahead of time.   
 
Give your contact information sheet to your US family, with your homestay info clearly written 
in the blanks.  Bring several copies with you!  You will need it too!  Print and bring 2 or 3 copies 
of the Itinerary also; you will need it every day to know where you need to be for each activity. 
 
Packing any electrical items?   Do not bring electrical appliances, unless they are clearly 
marked "dual voltage".  You will need an adapter plug (NOT a converter) so it can be plugged 
into the wall. Computers, camera chargers, etc., are all dual voltage.  But hair dryers are only 
dual voltage if they say so, and they will have a button or switch to change voltage.  If yours 
doesn’t have this, don’t bring it. 
 
Check your e-mail often from now until departure, and every day during the last few days 
before we go, for any last-minute news.  We WILL send last-minute updates on the weather in 
Valencia, as well as other important notices. 
 
Bring your “Deberes” with you in your carry-on luggage; see website for assignments.  We will 
have “class” in the gate area at the airport while we wait for our flight. 
 
Be at the Richmond airport by the time specified in your flight info sheet, US Airways check-in 
area.  Do not check in until you are instructed to do so by Dr. Goetz or Dr. Holliday and have 
been checked off as being present!  Then you can check in and go through security and meet 
the group at the departure gate. 
 
¡Buen viaje! 


