GEOGRAPHY 404 – FALL 2015
Research Paper Assignment

This is a short research paper, typewritten, double-spaced on 8½ x 11 paper with 1 inch margins on all sides and page numbering. The narrative should be 8-10 pages in length with relevant maps, illustrations, and bibliography additional.

Topic

This paper will cover a geographical issue of your choice. A "geographical issue" is any current situation or phenomenon in Anglo-America that has a geographical or regional expression. The issue should be specific to a particular area, preferably to one or two states or provinces. Cultural, political, economic, and environmental topics will prove the most fertile areas of inquiry. Examples might include the influence of Hispanic immigration in Miami, water use issues in the desert Southwest, the shrinking of the "South" as a distinctive culture region, changing patterns of agriculture, or recent and coming changes in the structure and function of American cities. There are countless other possibilities!  If you are stuck or want to walk a less trodden path, I have ideas. OF COURSE, YOUR CHOICE MUST DEPEND ON THE AVAILABILITY OF SOURCES! (see Reference requirements below)  Be careful:  not all approaches to a problem or issue have regional or even geographical expressions.

Format

Your paper should include – but is not limited to – the following:

1. Introduction – all papers (not just this one) should have an introduction describing what the paper is about (the theme) and how ideas will be presented.

2. A Description of the Problem – give a thorough description of the issue you have chosen. This will tell the reader what the problem is, where it is located, and what is significant about it.

3. Historical Background – explain how the problem arose and what significant aspects of the issue are rooted in the past; nothing geographical springs up overnight!

4. Geographical Dimensions – what makes the issue geographical?  How does it fit in with broader geographical topics and how does the problem pertain to a particular part of the earth's surface?  Is the problem unique to a specific area?

5. Thorough Discussion of the Problem in its Regional Setting – many geographical issues are specific to particular regions. Analyze the problem in full within the confines of the areas in which it occurs. What does the problem reveal about the places in which it occurs?  How do areas help "create" problems worth study?  You also need to define all of the significant aspects of the issue at hand and explain their significance.

6. Future Prospects – geographical problems have both pasts and futures; provide an analysis of what you and others believe the future of the problem may be and why.

7. Conclusion – all papers (not just this one) should have a conclusion that reminds the reader of the major points of the essay (the theme) and any significant results you may draw from your research.

ARRANGEMENT OF THE PAPER IS UP TO YOU, BUT YOU

NEED TO ORGANIZE YOUR WRITING IN A LOGICAL MANNER!

References

· You must use a minimum of ten (10) separate sources.
· At least three sources must be magazine, newspaper, or government documents.

· At least one source must be a professional journal article.
· You must include one map relevant to your topic.

· Any tables, figures, pictures, illustrations, or maps that you include must be discussed in the text (do not include information superfluous to your narrative).

· Sources should be as recent as possible and must be properly referenced in the text of the paper (footnotes or endnotes; follow Turabian's A Manual for Writers) with a bibliography or list of references at the end.

THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS REPRESENT THE INFORMATION NECESSARY FOR AN AVERAGE GRADE. ABOVE AVERAGE AND EXCELLENT PAPERS WILL GO BEYOND WHAT IS MERELY REQUIRED BY DEMONSTRATING SUBSTANCE, INGENUITY, STYLE, AND CREATIVITY.

Topic Proposal

A paragraph explaining your topic and your planned approach to the topic is due at the beginning of class on September 14.

Status Update

An update on your paper project is due at the beginning of class on October 5. The purpose of the status update is ensuring that you’re working on your paper in a timely manner and have put some thought into what you are researching. Your update must include the following:

· A rough outline (you can create one based on the format above, if you’d like) with enough annotation to let me know what you’re doing in each section of the paper

· An example of a general journal article that you will cite (citation, what it’s about, and how it will be used in the paper is sufficient)

· An example of a historically-based book or journal article that applies to your subject (citation, what it’s about, and how it will be used in the paper is sufficient)

· An example of a map that you will use in your paper (include the actual map)

Due Dates

A paper topic proposal is due at the beginning of class on September 14. A status update is due at the beginning of class on October 5. Failure to submit the proposal or the status report will incur a maximum five point penalty each. The completed project is due at the beginning of class on December 2. Papers received after class on December 2 will incur a half-letter-grade penalty; each subsequent day late will incur a whole-letter-grade penalty per day. NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER DECEMBER 8!

