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1. AASL Standards for the 21st Century Learner
a. Standards for the 21st-Century Learner. New standards released at the AASL Conference in Reno in October, 2007.  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/guidelinesandstandards/learningstandards/standards.cfm  
These standards “offer vision for teaching and learning to both guide and beckon our profession as education leaders. They will both shape the library program and serve as a tool for school librarians to use to shape the learning of students in the school.” 

b. Standards for the 21st Century Learner in Action. Released at ALA Midwinter in Denver in January, 2009.  Sample available at http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/guidelinesandstandards/learning4life/resources/standards_in_action_samples.pdf  
This document breaks down the skills, dispositions in action, responsibilities, and self-assessment strategies; provides benchmarks for grades 2, 5, 8, 10, and 12 (for skills) and sample behaviors and stages of  development (for dispositions and responsibilities).  It offers questions to be used as self-assessment strategies and gives action examples across grade levels and content areas.
c. ALA Store, Books for School Librarians section:

http://www.alastore.ala.org/SearchResult.aspx?CategoryID=123  
Purchase Standards for the 21st Century Learner in Action and Empowering Learners:  Guidelines for School Library Programs here.  
d. Franklin, P., & Stephens, C. G. (2010, January).  Learning for life:  Applying the AASL standards.  School Library Monthly, 26(5), 36-37.
“How do school librarians know if the standards are working?  A common curriculum example follows and shows the school librarian how the new AASL standards look in action.”
e.  AASL’s Building Level Toolkit. (2011).   Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslissues/toolkits/bldnglvl/building.cfm
“AASL strongly believes that school librarians are more vital than ever before as partners in teaching students and teachers to navigate an infinite world of information and to construct meaning from it. … This toolkit is designed to help practitioners learn more about the key ideas of the learning standards and share those messages with others.”
2. Advocacy  
a. Harvey, C. A., II.  (2008). No school library left behind:  Leadership, school improvement, and the media specialist.  Columbus, OH:  Linworth.
Harvey guides librarians to align library programs with the school improvement process including our role as a leader, suggestions in the areas of literacy, math, and technology integration, and our role in professional development.
b. Kiefer, M. (2008, December).  What can teacher-librarians do to promote their work and the school library media program?  Define who we are.  Teacher Librarian, 36(2), 24-25.  
Kiefer states “to be players in 21st century learning, it is more important than ever that we do all we can to document how our programs are essential and vital to increase student learning across the curriculum…we must start advocating for ourselves.” 

c. Levitov, D. (2007, September/October).  One library media specialist’s journey to understanding advocacy: A tale of transformation.  Knowledge Quest, 36(1), 28-31. 
Levitov shares her personal 25 year journey of advocacy, defines advocacy as “an ongoing process of building partnerships so that others will act for and with you, turning passive support into educated action for the library media program.”  She identifies distinguishing traits needed for advocacy:  professional learner, teacher, visionary, connector, and leader.
d. AASL Advocacy Tools and Resources for School Librarians. (2011).  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslissues/advocacy/advocacy.cfm
Advocacy definitions, the ALA resolution on the importance of school libraries and  librarians, and state level contact information
e. AASL Toolkits.  (2011).  Retrieved March 15, 2011,  from http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslissues/toolkits/toolkits.cfm 
Toolkits include a School Library Program Health and Wellness Toolkit and a Crisis Toolkit
· “The school library program is guided by an advocacy plan that builds support from decision makers who affect the quality of the school library program” Empowering Learners guideline, III.VII, p. 41.

3.  Assessment—Student Learning
a.    Harada, V. H., & Yoshina, J. M. (2010).  Assessing for learning:  Librarians and teachers as partners.  2nd ed., revised and expanded.  Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited.


Harada and Yoshina discuss assessment, explain various tools useful in authentic assessment (checklists, rubrics, rating scales, conferences, logs, graphic organizers), give an elementary, a middle, and a high school example, and discuss how to communicate evidence of learning.  This new revised edition has chapters on assessing for critical understanding, for dispositions, and for technology-related learning.   
b. Mueller, J. (2005, April/May).  Authentic assessment in the classroom and the library media center.  Library Media Connection, 23(7), 14-18.


Mueller defines authentic assessment, discusses why it is important to use authentic assessment tools, and shares how to design authentic assessments.  

c. Mueller, J.  (2011).  Authentic Assessment Toolbox.  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://jonathan.mueller.faculty.noctrl.edu/toolbox/ 


“A how-to text on creating authentic tasks, rubrics and standards for measuring and improving student learning”—covers standards, tasks, rubrics, portfolios, constructing tests, etc.

d. TRAILS (Tools for Real Time Assessment of Information Literacy). Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://www.trails-9.org/  
“TRAILS is a knowledge assessment with multiple-choice questions targeting a variety of 
information literacy skills based on 3rd, 6th, 9th, and 12th grade standards. This Web-based system 
was developed to provide an easily accessible and flexible tool for school librarians and teachers 
to identify strengths and weaknesses in the information-seeking skills of their students. There is 
no charge for using TRAILS.”
e. Owen, P. L. (2010, May/June).  Using TRAILS to assess student learning: A step-by-step guide.  Library Media Connection, 28(6), 36-38.
“School librarians nationwide seek to produce evidence of the library’s impact on student learning and achievement….The primary reason to use TRAILS is to assess student learning of information literacy skills.”
· “The school library program is guided by regular assessment of student learning to ensure the program is meeting its goals” Empowering Learners guideline, II.V, p. 27.
4.  Assessment—Program  A Planning Guide for Empowering Learners 

a. Empowering Learners:  Guidelines for School Library Programs.  New guidelines released in April, 2009. 
“Guiding principles for school library programs must focus on building a flexible learning environment with the goal of producing successful learners skilled in multiple literacies. Defining the future direction of school library programs is the purpose of AASL's newest set of guidelines.”
b. Information about the Planning Guide for Empowering Learners with School Library Program Assessment Rubric.  (2010).  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/guidelinesandstandards/planningguide/planningguide.cfm 
“A Planning Guide for Empowering Learners is a program evaluation,  planning, implementation and advocacy tool that will ensure school library program planners go beyond the basics to provide goals, priorities, criteria, and general principles for establishing effective library programs. The guide includes a revised School Library Program Assessment Rubric, a tool that allows school librarians to assess their program on 16 different sets of criteria.”
c. A Planning Guide for Empowering Learners with School Library Program Assessment Rubric. (2010).  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://aasl.eb.com  
“An online, interactive school library program planning module designed to help school librarians implement the AASL program guidelines outlined in Empowering Learners: Guidelines for School Library Programs and change school library program development and implementation by saving time and delivering data.”
· “The school library program is built on a long-term strategic plan that reflects the mission, goals, and objectives of the school” Empowering Learners guideline III.I, p. 30. 

5. Collaboration

a. Buzzeo, T. (2008).  The collaboration handbook.  Columbus, OH: Linworth.
Buzzeo discusses the collaboration continuum (cooperation, coordination, collaboration, data-driven collaboration), shares planning templates and assessment ideas, and addresses roadblocks and advocacy efforts.
b. Frazier, D. (2010, November/December).  School library media collaborations:  Benefits and barriers.  Library Media Connection, 29(3), 34-36.  
Frazier identifies collaborative benefits for both educators and students, presents five barriers to collaboration, and offers a solution for each.  
c. Montiel-Overall, P. (2005).  Toward a theory of collaboration for teachers and librarians.  School Library Media Research, 8.  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslpubsandjournals/slmrb/slmrcontents/volume82005/theory.cfm 
Montiel-Overall defines collaboration and proposes four models to distinguish collaboration from other forms of cooperation and coordination.  Attributes needed for collaboration to be effective are discussed as well as enablers and inhibitors.  
d. Collaborative Planning Organizer from the Library Research Service, Library Impact Studies.  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://www.lrs.org/documents/lmcstudies/collab_plan_organizer.pdf  
Generic collaborative planning organizer that includes all the key components.  
· “The school library program promotes collaboration among members of the learning community and encourages learners to be independent, lifelong users and producers of ideas and information” Empowering Learners guideline II.I, p. 20.

6. Common Core State Standards
a. Common Core State Standards Initiative:  Preparing America’s Students for College and Career. (2010).  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://www.corestandards.org/  
“The Common Core State Standards provide a consistent, clear understanding of what students are expected to learn, so teachers and parents know what they need to do to help them. The standards are designed to be robust and relevant to the real world, reflecting the knowledge and skills that our young people need for success in college and careers. With American students fully prepared for the future, our communities will be best positioned to compete successfully in the global economy.”
b. Loertscher, D.V., & Marcoux, E. (2010, December).  The common core standards:  Opportunities for teacher-librarians to move to the center of teaching and learning.  Teacher Librarian, 38(2), 8-14.
The authors state, “our purpose is to highlight major ideas and themes in the documents as an introduction for teacher-librarians who want to move into the center of teaching and learning as an indispensable participant.” 
c. Crosswalk of the Common Core Standards and the Standards for the 21st Century Learner.  (2011).  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/guidelinesandstandards/commoncorecrosswalk/index.cfm 

This site offers crosswalk alignment between the each of the four AASL Standards for the 21st Century Learner and the Common Core English Language Arts standards, Reading standards in history, Reading standards literacy in science/technology, and Writing standards.  
· “As these Common Core Standards are implemented by the states, AASL stands ready to participate in the process. ... We encourage our members to examine the Common Core Standards and be involved at the state and local level in their implementation.” AASL Position Statement on the Common Core College- and Career-Readiness Standards http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslissues/positionstatements/collegecareerstandards.cfm 
7. Evidence-Based Practice 
a. Champlain, C., Loertscher, D., & Miller, N. (2007). Sharing the evidence:  Library media center assessment tools and resources.  Salt Lake City: HiWillow.  
“Linking library media programs to achievement continues to be a central element in the justification and systematic improvement of the LMC existence in the school. The authors pull together simple to advanced techniques, instruments, and strategies to measure five program elements of the library media program: reading, collaboration, information literacy, technology, and the administrative function.”
b. Geitgey, G. A., & A. E. Tepe.  (2007, March).  Can you find the evidence-based practice in your school library?  Library Media Connection, 25(6), 10-12.
“If your principal asked you for evidence of how your instruction affects student learning, would you be able to produce the data?”  Know the research; mesh this knowledge with your own wisdom and experience; work in your school library to collect evidence; share the evidence.
c. Bates, J., McClure, J., & Spinks, A.  (2010, August/September).  Making the case for evidence-based practice.  Library Media Connection, 29(1), 24-27. 
The authors offer examples of indirect evidence and direct evidence that can be used to document the library program’s impact on student achievement.  
d. Teacher Librarians’ Toolkit for Evidence-Based Practice.  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://www.accessola.com/osla/toolkit/intro.html  
An awesome collection of tools to facilitate collecting evidence to demonstrate the impact of the library program on student achievement—provides step-by-step guidance and tools with which to accomplish the task.
· “The school librarian uses research to inform practice and makes evidence-based decisions” Empowering Learners action IV.I, p. 45. 

8. Inquiry Learning
a. Kuhlthau, C. C., Maniotes, L. K., & Caspari, A. K. (2007). Guided inquiry: Learning in the 21st century. Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited.  
“Inquiry is an approach to learning whereby students find and use a variety of sources of information and ideas to increase their understanding of a problem, topic, or issue.  It requires more of them than simply answering questions or getting a right answer.  It espouses investigation, exploration, search, quest, research, pursuit, and study…without some guidance, it can be daunting…[it] includes five kinds of learning:   curriculum content, information literacy, learning how to learn, literacy competence, social skills.”
b. Stripling, B. (2008, September).  Inquiry:  Inquiring minds want to know.  School Library Media Activities Monthly, 25(1), 50-52. 
“Both experience and research tell us that students engaged in inquiry are more motivated to pursue learning on their own than students who are fed  pre-organized information that they are expected to remember…increasingly, educators in all subject areas are recognizing the power of inquiry to provoke deeper learning.”

c. Kuhlthau, C. C., & Maniotes, L. K. (2010, January).  Building guided inquiry teams for 21st century learners.  School Library Monthly, 26(5), 18-21.
The authors discuss how “guided inquiry is a practical way of implementing an inquiry approach that addresses the 21st century learning needs for students.”  They explain how to develop guided inquiry teams and give primary, middle, and high school examples.  
d. Information-age inquiry.  (2011).  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://virtualinquiry.com/inquiry/inquiry1.htm  

Annette Lamb provides an overview of inquiry, links to inquiry-based learning, and a discussion of the levels of inquiry.  
·  “The school library program models an inquiry-based approach to learning and the information search process” Empowering Learners guideline II.IV, p. 25. 

9. Learning Commons

a. Loertscher, D. V., Koechlin, C., & Zwaan, S. (2008).  The new learning commons: Where learners win.  Reinventing school libraries and computer labs.  Salt Lake City:  HiWillow.    

The authors reinvent school libraries using client-side principles to empower learners.  Topics covered include knowledge building, learning literacies, technology, collaboration, evidence-based practice, and connections with people and ideas.
b. Bentheim, C. A. (2010, April).  From book museum to learning commons: Riding the transformation train.  Teacher Librarian, 37(4), 37-39.

“This time last year the library was sterile room where every book was perfectly placed on the shelves and there was very little reading, learning, or access for students or teachers.  I learned that teachers even inquired about eliminating the librarian’s position because it was so ineffective…[now] it is busy. It is crowded.  It is sometimes messy.  It is definitely noisy.  And I like it that way.  When walking through the halls of the school, one can hear the library buzzing with activity from down the hall.”
c. Cicchetti, R.  (2010, February).  Concord-Carlisle transitions to a learning commons.  Teacher Librarian, 37(3), 52-58. 

“We are in the third year of our transition to a learning commons, a model that embraces the programmatic and space changes required to support learning information skills, critical thinking skills, collaborative work, creativity, and the joy of reading.  Most important, it is a model where student learning comes first.”

d. Welcome to the CCHS Learning Commons. (2011).  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://cchslearningcommons.concordcarlisle.wikispaces.net/  

A virtual learning commons for Concord-Carlisle High School Library!

· “The school library program includes flexible and equitable access to physical and virtual collections of resources that support the school curriculum and meet the diverse needs of all learners” Empowering Learners guideline III.III, p. 33. 

10.   Literacies

a. Warlick, D. (2008).  Redefining literacy 2.0. (2nd ed.) Columbus, OH:  Linworth.  
Warlick begins by describing a day in the life of school 2.0 – 2015.  He asserts that “ in the 21st century, literacy … now includes a range of skills to find, navigate, access, decode, evaluate, and organize the information from a globally networked information landscape.”
b. Byerly, G.  (2010, May).  Web sites on literacies for 21st century learning.  School Library Monthly, 26(9), 33-35.  
“While reading and writing remain essential in the 21st century, technology has now made other literacies equally important.”  Byerly discusses various types of literacies—information, ICT, and media—and highlights Web sites that address each.   
c. Cooper, L. Z.  (2008, January/February).  Supporting visual literacy in the school library media center:  Developmental, socio-cultural, and experiential considerations and scenarios.  Knowledge Quest, 36(3), 14-19.
Cooper discusses ways in which we can help our students become more effective users and generators of visual information. She examines issues that affect the development of visual literacy and shares specific vignettes to describe ways in which we, in the library, can support the development to visual literacy.  
d. Expanding the Definition of Literacy.  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://ccb.lis.illinois.edu/Projects/youth/literacies/lit_home.html 
“In today’s world children are exposed, even bombarded, by imagery that they must constantly process and interpret… Literacy has come to mean much more than the ability to read… This web site will look at three categories of literacy—visual, media, and information literacy.”
· “The school library program provides instruction that addresses multiple literacies, including information literacy, media literacy, visual literacy, and technology literacy” Empowering Learners guideline II.III, p. 23.

11.   Professional Dispositions
a. Bush, G., & Jones, J. (2010). Tales out of the school library: Developing professional dispositions. Santa Barbara, CA: Libraries Unlimited.  
“Initiative.  Curiosity.  Leadership.  Self-direction.  Creativity.  Resilience. Open-mindedness.  Teamwork. The American Association of School Librarians has identified these and other dispositions as essential for 21st-century learners. But librarians cannot inspire and nurture those dispositions in children if they do not personify them themselves.”
b. Bush, G., & Jones, J. L. (2010).  Exploration to identify professional dispositions of school librarians: A Delphi study.  School Library Media Research, 13.  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslpubsandjournals/slmrb/slmrcontents/volume13/bush_jones.cfm  
“This article reports the findings of an exploratory study to identify professional dispositions of school librarians…. Panelists independently forecasted and described the identified professional dispositions, commented on eleven prominent dispositions that received the most responses, and ranked and combined categories of dispositions.”
c. Bush, G. L., & Jones, J. L. (2011, January).  Forecasting professional dispositions of school librarians.  School Library Monthly, 27(4), 54-56.
Bush and Jones offer a basic definition of dispositions, discuss their research in the field, and summarize their findings on professional dispositions of exemplary school librarians.   
d. Dispositions of School Librarians:  Care and Learning—An Ask Dr. Jami Blog.  (2010).  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://careandlearning.org/?p=64  
Jami Jones blog in which she discusses dispositions of 21st century librarians.
·  “The school library program is built by professionals who model leadership and best practice for the school community” Empowering Learners guideline IV.I, p. 45.  
12.   Reading
a. Soltan, R. (2010).  Solving the reading riddle:  The librarian’s guide to reading instruction.  Santa Barbara, CA:  Libraries Unlimited.

Soltan “explains the theories and shows you how to effectively integrate reading instruction theory into your role as reading advocate, family reading coach, educational partner, and keeper of the books.” 
b. School Librarian’s Role in Reading Toolkit. (2010). Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslissues/toolkits/slroleinreading.cfm 
“Reading is a foundational skill for 21st-century learners. Guiding learners to become engaged and effective users of ideas and information and to appreciate literature requires that they develop as strategic readers who can comprehend, analyze, and evaluate text in both print and digital formats. Learners must also have opportunities to read for enjoyment as well as for information. School librarians are in a critical and unique position to partner with other educators to elevate the reading development of our nation’s youth.”
c. LeCrone, N.  (2010, May/June).  Free reading is UTOPIA.  Library Media Connection, 28(6), 40-41.  
“I love to match the ‘right book’ with the student.  It’s what I do.  It bothers me if I cannot.  It also bothers me if a student doesn’t want to read….Thus began a conversation with a sophomore English teacher at my school…”

d.  Toppo, G. (2010, May 31).  Free books block “summer slide” in low-income students.  USA Today.  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://www.usatoday.com/news/education/2010-06-01-summerreading01_st_N.htm?POE=click-refer  
“Can a $50 stack of paperback books do as much for a child’s academic fortunes as a $3.000 stint in summer school?... For a study to be published later this year in Reading Psychology, Allington and colleagues selected students in 17 high-poverty elementary schools in Florida and, for three consecutive years, gave each child 12 books, from a list the students provided, on the last day of school.In all, 852 students received books each year, paid for mostly by federal Title I money. Three years later, researchers found that those students who received books had ‘significantly higher’ reading scores, experienced less of a summer slide and read more on their own each summer than the 478 who didn't get books.”
e. Cowan, J. (2008, June).  Diary of a blog: Listening to kids in an elementary school library.  Teacher Librarian, 35(5), 20-26. 
Cowan describes setting up and administering a blog for her Georgia elementary school library in order get the students to talk about books, their reading preferences, and their school library experiences.  She shares trends she has seen as a result of the blog as well as areas for future exploration.

f. Let’s Blog!  Settle Bridge Elementary School.  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://www.forsyth.k12.ga.us/13062072183334793/Blog/browse.asp?A=398&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=88465 
Elementary students in Suwanee, Georgia, answer such questions as “What are your favorite books?” and “What did you think of this folktale by Carmen Deedy?” 
g. Reading Rocks @ Davis.  Retrieved March 15, 2011, from http://readingrocksdavis.blogspot.com/ 
Middle schoolers at Davis Middle School in Hampton, Virginia, blog about topics as varied as how the “Twilight” books differ from the movies, their favorite genre to read, what books should be added to the library collection, and how they would change the ending of Boyne’s The Boy in the Striped Pajamas.  
· “The school library program promotes reading as a foundational skill for learning, personal growth, and enjoyment” Empowering Learners guideline II.II, p. 21.
“The mission of the school library program is to ensure that students and staff are effective users of ideas and information.  The school librarian empowers students to be critical thinkers, enthusiastic readers, skillful researchers, and ethical users of information…”   Empowering Learners, p. 8.
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