Topics and Trends by the Dozen to Empower Learners
Fall 2009
1. AASL Standards and Guidelines
a. Standards for the 21st-Century Learner. New standards released at the AASL Conference in Reno in October, 2007.  Retrieved August 23, 2009, from http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/guidelinesandstandards/learningstandards/standards.cfm  
These standards “offer [a] vision for teaching and learning to both guide and beckon our profession as education leaders. They will both shape the library program and serve as a tool for library media specialists to use to shape the learning of students in the school.” 

b. Standards for the 21st Century Learner in Action. Released at ALA Midwinter in Denver in January, 2009.  Sample available at http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/guidelinesandstandards/learning4life/resources/standards_in_action_samples.pdf  
This document breaks down the skills, dispositions in action, responsibilities, and self-assessment strategies; provides benchmarks for grades 2, 5, 8, 10, and 12 (for skills) and sample behaviors and stages of  development (for dispositions and responsibilities) and gives action examples across grade levels and content areas.
c. Stripling, B.  (2008, October).  Dispositions:  Getting beyond whatever.  School Library Media Activities Monthly 25(2), 47-50. 
Stripling discusses dispositions (attitudes and learning behaviors) found in the new standards.  “The acquisition of skills is not enough.”  “Habits of mind” may be more important than content knowledge.    Teachers structure learning experiences so that students practice the behavior that is an expression of the disposition.  
d. Empowering Learners:  Guidelines for School Library Media Programs.  New guidelines released in April, 2009. 
“Guiding principles for school library media programs must focus on building a flexible learning environment with the goal of producing successful learners skilled in multiple literacies. Defining the future direction of school library media programs is the purpose of AASL's newest set of guidelines.”
e. Dickinson, G. K. (2009, August/September).  What do we do with the new guidelines?  Library Media Connection 28(1), 14, 16. 
Dickinson asserts that it is time to make a clean sweep, review every guideline and every action to determine what it means for libraries today…to shape new programs around new guidelines.  
f.  ALA Store, Books for School Librarians section:
http://www.alastore.ala.org/SearchResult.aspx?CategoryID=123  
2. Access for Students with Special Needs
a. Hopkins, J.  (2004).  Assistive technology: An introductory guide for K-12 library media specialists.  Worthington, OH: Linworth.  

Hopkins covers inclusive library services, legal considerations and guidelines, the role of assistive technology, and accessibility and needs for various types of disabilities.
b.   Guild, S.  (2008, September/October).  LD accommodations in the school library:  Not just for the specialized school anymore.  Knowledge Quest  37(1), 24-29.  

Guild discusses how library media specialists, by providing accommodations, are able to help students to bridge the gap in the learning cycle created by learning differences.  
c.   Whelan, D. L. (2009, August).  The equal opportunity disorder.  School Library Journal 55(8), 30-34.

Whelan shares suggestions for how to provide services and strategies for working with students who have autism spectrum disorders.
d.   ALA Position Statement Library Services for People with Disabilities. (2002).  Retrieved August 23, 2009, from http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/olos/outreachresource/docs/services_disabilities.pdf  

Presents ALA’s official position on services for persons with disabilities; defines various disabilities noting that while some are visible, many are invisible; points out barriers that persons with disabilities face; and offers communication starting points as well as starting points for library accessibility.
·  “The school library media program includes policies, procedures, and guidelines to support equitable access to ideas and information throughout the school community” Empowering Learners guideline, III.V, p. 37.
3. Access Both Physical and Virtual
a. Loertscher, D. V., Koechlin, C., & Zwaan, S. (2008).  The new learning commons: Where learners win.  Reinventing school libraries and computer labs.  Salt Lake City:  HiWillow.    

The authors reinvent school libraries using client-side principles to empower learners.  Topics covered include knowledge building, learning literacies, technology, collaboration, evidence-based practice, and connections with people and ideas.
b. Diggs, V. (2009, April).  From library to learning commons: A metamorphosis.  Teacher Librarian 36(4), 32-38.  
Diggs shares the story of the transformation of her Massachusetts high school library—both the facility itself and the program.  She notes that “the culture of teaching and learning changed over time to include the library as a major player.”
c. Springfield Township High School Virtual Library.  Retrieved August 23, 2009, from http://www.sdst.org/shs/library/  
Joyce Valenza’s library Web page which offers patrons resources and services 24/7.  from catalogs and databases to search tools to pathfinders to book trailers to “librarian stuff”—in Web 2.0 format
· “The school library media program includes flexible and equitable access to physical and virtual collections of resources that support the school curriculum and meet the diverse needs of all learners” Empowering Learners guideline, III.III, p. 33.
4. Advocacy  
a. Harvey, C. A., II.  (2008).  No school library left behind:  Leadership, school improvement, and the media specialist.  Columbus, OH:  Linworth.
Harvey guides library media specialists to align library programs with the school improvement process including our role as a leader, suggestions in the areas of literacy, math, and technology integration, and our role in professional development.
b. Kiefer, M. (2008, December).  What can teacher-librarians do to promote their work and the school library media program?  Define who we are.  Teacher Librarian 36(2), 24-25.  
Kiefer states “to be players in 21st century learning, it is more important than ever that we do all we can to document how our programs are essential and vital to increase student learning across the curriculum…we must start advocating for ourselves.” 
c. Levitov, D. (2007, September/October).  One library media specialist’s journey to understanding advocacy: A tale of transformation.  Knowledge Quest 36(1), 28-31. 
Levitov shares her personal 25 year journey of advocacy, defines advocacy as “an ongoing process of building partnerships so that others will act for and with you, turning passive support into educated action for the library media program.”  She identifies distinguishing traits needed for advocacy:  professional learner, teacher, visionary, connector, and leader.
d. AASL Tools to Support Advocacy at the Local, State, and National Levels. Retrieved August 23, 2009, from http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslissues/aasladvocacy/advocacy.cfm
Advocacy definitions, the ALA resolution on the importance of school libraries and  librarians, ideas for School Library Media Month, and state level contact information
e. AASL Toolkits for Advocacy Efforts.  Retrieved August 23, 2009,  from http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslissues/toolkits/toolkits.cfm (Health and Wellness, Advocacy, and Crisis) 
Collections of resources to assist you as you build advocacy for your library program
·  “The school library media program is guided by an advocacy plan that builds support from decision makers who affect the quality of the SLMP” Empowering Learners Guideline, III.VII, p. 41.

5.  Assessment—Student Learning
a.    Harada, V. H., & Yoshina, J. M. (2005).  Assessing learning:  Librarians and teachers as partners.  Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited.


Harada and Yoshina discuss assessment, explain various tools useful in authentic assessment (checklists, rubrics, rating scales, conferences, logs, graphic organizers), give an elementary, a middle, and a high school example, and then discuss how to communicate evidence of learning.
b. Vance, A. L., & Nickel, R. (Eds.).  (2007).  Assessing student learning in the school library media center.  Chicago:  AASL.


This work addresses the question of why library media specialists should be involved in student assessment, the assessment of information fluency, and skills needed to answer standardized test questions.  It also presents various tools of assessment.
c. Mueller, J. (2005, April/May).  Authentic assessment in the classroom and the library media center.  Library Media Connection 23(7), 14-18.


Mueller defines authentic assessment, discusses why it is important to use authentic assessment tools, and shares how to design authentic assessments.  

d. Mueller, J.  (2008).  Authentic assessment toolbox.  Retrieved August 23, 2009, from http://jonathan.mueller.faculty.noctrl.edu/toolbox/ 


“A how-to text on creating authentic tasks, rubrics and standards for measuring and improving student learning”—covers standards, tasks, rubrics, portfolios, constructing tests, etc.

e. TRAILS (Tools for Real Time Assessment of Information Literacy). Retrieved August 23, 2009, from http://www.trails-9.org/  
“TRAILS is a knowledge assessment with multiple-choice questions targeting a variety of information literacy skills based on sixth and ninth grade standards. This Web-based system was developed to provide an easily accessible and flexible tool for library media specialists and teachers to identify strengths and weaknesses in the information-seeking skills of their students.”
· “The school library media program is guided by regular assessment of student learning to ensure the program is meeting its goals” Empowering Learners guideline, II.V, p. 27.
6. Collaboration

a. Buzzeo, T. (2008).  The collaboration handbook.  Columbus, OH: Linworth.
Buzzeo discusses the collaboration continuum (cooperation, coordination, collaboration, data-driven collaboration), shares planning templates and assessment ideas, and addresses roadblocks and advocacy efforts.
b. Burk, L. F. (2007, November/December). Don’t hesitate, just collaborate! Library Media Connection 26(3), 40-41.  
Burk offers ten practical tips for getting teachers to collaborate with you.  She notes that “the power of classroom teachers seeing librarians in action—teaching—cannot be overestimated.”
c. Montiel-Overall, P. (2005).  Toward a theory of collaboration for teachers and librarians.  School Library Media Research, 8.  Retrieved August 23, 2009, from http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslpubsandjournals/slmrb/slmrcontents/volume82005/theory.cfm 
Montiel-Overall defines collaboration and proposes four models to distinguish collaboration from other forms of cooperation and coordination.  Attributes needed for collaboration to be effective are discussed as well as enablers and inhibitors.  
d. Indiana Learns Collaborative Planning.  Retrieved August 23, 2009, from http://www.indianalearns.org/collaborative.asp 
Collaborative planning resources, tips, and samples from the Indiana Department of Education Office of Learning Resources.
· “The school library media program promotes collaboration among members of the learning community and encourages learners to be independent, lifelong users and producers of ideas and information” Empowering Learners guideline II.I, p. 20.

7. Collection—English Language Learners
a. Martinez, S. E. (2009).  Latino literature: A guide to reading interests.  Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited. 
“The primary purpose of this guide is to help readers and those who advise them find enjoyable leisure reading material. Focusing on popular works by Latino authors, i.e. U.S. authors of Latino heritage; and authors from Latin American countries or Spain, the book organizes and describes approximately 750 titles by genre, subgenre and theme, providing readers with lists of like reads.”
b. Alvarado, C. (2002, Fall).  Four ways your school media center can welcome English language learners.  Media Spectrum 8, 6-9.  Retrieved August 23, 2009, from http://www.mame.gen.mi.us/member%20resources/Spectrum/f02alvarado.pdf Sound advice from the author for meeting the needs of English language learners:  be a source of cultural knowledge; consider the students’ culture; purchase materials that make the curriculum accessible for all; encourage communication.  Also includes a list of resources for teaching ELLs.
c. Corona, E., & Armour, L.  (2007, March).  Providing support for English language learner services.  Library Media Connection 25(6), 34-37. 
“The resources of the school library media center are invaluable for helping ELLs acquire English as their second language and master academic strategies.”  Corona and Armour share ideas and strategies.  
d. Larry Ferlazzo, Teacher.  Retrieved August 24, 2009, from http://www.larryferlazzo.com/ 
An amazing collection of 8,000+ resources and links for working with English language learners.  Mr. Ferlazzo is an English and social studies teacher at a California high school.  In addition to sharing resources in the various content areas, he blogs about working with English language learners.   
·  “The school library media program includes a well-developed collection of books, periodicals, and non-print material in a variety of formats that support curricular topics and are suited to inquiry learning and users’ needs and interests” Empowering Learners guideline III.VI,  p. 38.
8. Evidence-Based Practice—Strategic Plan 
a. Champlain, C., Loertscher, D., & Miller, N. (2007). Sharing the evidence:  Library media center assessment tools and resources.  Salt Lake City: HiWillow.  
“Linking library media programs to achievement continues to be a central element in the justification and systematic improvement of the LMC existence in the school. The authors pull together simple to advanced techniques, instruments, and strategies to measure five program elements of the library media program: reading, collaboration, information literacy, technology, and the administrative function.”
b. Geitgey, G. A., & A. E. Tepe.  (2007, March).  Can you find the evidence-based practice in your school library?  Library Media Connection 25(6), 10-12.
“If your principal asked you for evidence of how your instruction affects student learning, would you be able to produce the data?”  Know the research; mesh this knowledge with your own wisdom and experience; work in your school library to collect evidence; share the evidence.
c. School Libraries Work! Updated 2008, (3rd ed.).  Retrieved August 24, 2009, from http://www2.scholastic.com/content/collateral_resources/pdf/s/slw3_2008.pdf 
A compilation of data from research studies in 19 states and one province, including specifics from Indiana, Illinois, and Ohio.  Also includes position statements on the importance of school libraries and contributions made to student achievement.
d. Teacher Librarians’ Toolkit for Evidence-Based Practice.  Retrieved August 24, 2009, from http://www.accessola.com/osla/toolkit/home.html 
An awesome collection of tools to facilitate collecting evidence to demonstrate the impact of the library program on student achievement—provides step-by-step guidance and tools with which to accomplish the task.
·  “The school library media program is built on a long-term strategic plan that reflects the mission, goals, and objectives of the school” Empowering Learners guideline III.I, p. 30. 

9. Inquiry Learning
a. Kuhlthau, C. C., Maniotes, L. K., & Caspari, A. K. (2007). Guided inquiry: Learning in the 21st century. Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited.  
“Inquiry is an approach to learning whereby students find and use a variety of sources of information and ideas to increase their understanding of a problem, topic, or issue.  It requires more of them than simply answering questions or getting a right answer.  It espouses investigation, exploration, search, quest, research, pursuit, and study…without some guidance, it can be daunting…[it] includes five kinds of learning:   curriculum content, information literacy, learning how to learn, literacy competence, social skills.”
b. Stripling, B. (2008, September).  Inquiry:  Inquiring minds want to know.  School Library Media Activities Monthly 25(1), 50-52. 
“Both experience and research tell us that students engaged in inquiry are more motivated to pursue learning on their own than students who are fed  pre-organized information that they are expected to remember…increasingly, educators in all subject areas are recognizing the power of inquiry to provoke deeper learning.”
c. Guided inquiry ning.  Retrieved August 24, 2009, from http://guidedinquiry.ning.com/ 
“A collaborative space, designed to facilitate sharing information about the theory and practice of guided inquiry.”
· “The school library media program models an inquiry-based approach to learning and the information search process” Empowering Learners guideline II.IV, p. 25. 

10.   Literacies

a. Warlick, D. (2008).  Redefining literacy 2.0. (2nd ed.) Columbus, OH:  Linworth.  
Warlick begins by describing a day in the life of school 2.0 – 2015.  He asserts that “ in the 21st century, literacy … now includes a range of skills to find, navigate, access, decode, evaluate, and organize the information from a globally networked information landscape.”
b. Jones-Kavalier, B. R., & Flannigan, S. L. (2008, February).  Connecting the digital dots:  Literacy of the 21st century.  Teacher Librarian 35(3), 13-16.  
The authors discuss the changing definition of literacy, the various ways in which our students are literate, and the importance of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation in critical thinking.
c. Cooper, L. Z.  (2008, January/February).  Supporting visual literacy in the school library media center:  Developmental, socio-cultural, and experiential considerations and scenarios.  Knowledge Quest 36(3), 14-19.
Cooper discusses ways in which we can help our students become more effective users and generators of visual information. She examines issues that affect the development of visual literacy and shares specific vignettes to describe ways in which we, in the library, can support the development to visual literacy.  
d. Expanding the definition of literacy.  Retrieved August 24, 2009, from http://ccb.lis.illinois.edu/Projects/youth/literacies/lit_home.html 
“In today’s world children are exposed, even bombarded, by imagery that they must constantly process and interpret… Literacy has come to mean much more than the ability to read… This web site will look at three categories of literacy—visual, media, and information literacy.”
· “The school library media program provides instruction that addresses multiple literacies, including information literacy, media literacy, visual literacy, and technology literacy” Empowering Learners guideline II.III, p. 23.

11.   Professional Development
a. Dana, N. F., & Yendel-Hoppey, D.  (2008).  The reflective educator’s guide to professional development:  Coaching inquiry-oriented learning communities.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin.
The authors focus on establishing and maintaining healthy, inquiry-oriented professional learning communities:  locating a “wondering,” conducting action research, analyzing data, sharing, reflecting, and growing.
b. Danielson, C.  Enhancing professional practice: A framework for teaching (2nd ed.).  Alexandria, VA:  ASCD.
“The work of library/media specialists is integral to the instructional program of the school.”  Danielson offers components of the library media specialist’s responsibilities in the four domains:  planning and preparation, the environment, delivery of service, and professional responsibilities.
c. Dickinson, G. (2008, March).  A place to stand.  Library Media Connection 26(8), 10-12.  

Dickinson discusses the new Standards for the 21st Century Learner and includes skills, dispositions, responsibilities, and self-assessment strategies for 21st century librarianship.
d. Jones, J., & Bush, G. (2009, May/June).  What defines an exemplary school librarian?  An exploration of professional dispositions.  Library Media Connection 27(6), 10-12.  
Jones and Bush discuss what dispositions are not, as well as what they are, and assert that school librarians must acquire and practice the dispositions-in-action that they expect of their students.  They cite research which shows three essential components of dispositional behavior:  sensitivity, inclination, and ability.
e. American Association of School Librarians. Retrieved August 26, 2009, from http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/index.cfm 
A wealth of information:  awards and grants; conferences and continuing education; education and careers; guidelines and standards; issues and advocacy; publications and journals; research and statistics…and more!
· “The school library media program includes support for school library media specialist and teacher professional development to sustain and increase knowledge and skills” Empowering Learners guideline III.VIII, p. 43.  
12.   Reading
a. Bush, G. (2005).  Every student reads: Collaboration and reading to learn.   Chicago: AASL.
This work focuses on collaboration and reading, presenting elementary level reading strategies and secondary level reading strategies as well as ideas for independent reading and for collaborative projects.  
b.  Hudak, T. (2008, February).  Are librarians reading teachers, too?  Library Media Connection 26(5), 10-14. 
Hudak presents two sides of the discussion:  do librarians teach reading as they teach comprehension strategies and other reading skills, or do they promote and support reading with books?  
c.  Moreillon, J.  (2008, June).  Position yourself at the center: Co-teaching reading comprehension strategies.  Teacher Librarian 35(5), 27-33.
Moreillon asserts that “improving students’ reading achievement and improving teachers’ reading instruction are critical concerns of all school principals.  If we are to position ourselves at the center of our schools’ literacy programs, then we must become leaders in reading instruction.”  
d. Cowan, J. (2008, June).  Diary of a blog: Listening to kids in an elementary school library.  Teacher Librarian 35(5), 20-26. 
Cowan describes setting up and administering a blog for her Georgia elementary school library in order get the students to talk about books, their reading preferences, and their school library experiences.  She shares trends she has seen as a result of the blog as well as areas for future exploration.

e. Let’s blog:  Settles Bridge Elementary School Media Center.  (2009, March 18).  Retrieved August 26, 2009, from http://www.forsyth.k12.ga.us/13062072183334793/Blog/browse.asp?A=398&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=88465 

Janie Cowan involves students and teachers in discussion about books and reading.  Recent topics include, What book are you reading now?  How do you choose a book to read?  What did you like best about an author’s visit to our school?  Should books be made into movies? Why or why not?
·  “The school library media program promotes reading as a foundational skill for learning, personal growth, and enjoyment” Empowering Learners guideline II.II, p. 21.
*Bonus Resource:  
Hughes-Hassell, S., & Harada, V. H. (Eds.) (2007).  School reform and the school library media specialist.  Westport, CT:  Libraries Unlimited.

The best minds in the field present the concept of librarian as an agent of change and address the following topics noted above:  teaching for understanding through inquiry; evidence-based practice and school libraries; literacy and learning in a digital world; special education and inclusion:  opportunities for collaboration;  language, culture, and the school library; and professional development in communities of practice.
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