GEOG 295-01
Historical Geography of Eastern North America Prior to the Civil War
Spring, 2013
Monday, Wednesday 4:00-5:15; G03 Science Center
 

Lecturer:    Dr. David S. Hardin
Office:       205D Science Center; 395-2581; hardinds@longwood.edu
Hours:       Monday, Wednesday, 2:00-4:00; or by appointment
 

Course Description
An introduction to historical geography and how the subdiscipline approaches the history of North America prior to the Civil War. 3 lecture periods. 3 credits.
 

Course Objectives
This course will provide you with a thorough understanding of the themes and approaches used by historical geographers.  The material covered will give you a solid understanding of the patterns and processes that have origins in the eras of exploration, initial colonial settlement and eighteenth century settlement elaboration, the American Revolution, Early National Period, and antebellum America that affect the contemporary geography of North America.  Some of the broader topics covered in the course will be familiar to students of North American history, but in this historical geographical approach, much less attention will be paid to personalities, politics, and specific events and more to such topics as site and situation, human/environmental interactions, agriculture, cultural landscapes, rural vs. urban patterns, industrialization, transportation, migration, political geography, and changing patterns of all of those over time.  Through written and oral article reports and a term paper, you will learn to efficiently and succinctly evaluate, critically define, analyze, and describe topics on the historical geography of North America.
 

My Expectations
I plan to treat this course as a semi-seminar, so I will lecture but we also will rely on your participation in discussions about the various readings and topics before us.  That means you must stay current in your readings and participate fully in class discussions.  I am perfectly willing to let you direct the course of discussions as long as they are illustrative of themes and methods in historical geography.  Additionally, although this course technically only covers the historical geography of North America, I am open to pertinent discussions of historical topics from any place and time as long as they are relatable to North America before the Civil War.
 

Required Material
McIlwraith, Thomas F. and Muller, Edward K.  North America: The Historical Geography of a Changing Continent, Second Edition.  Lanham, MD:  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2001. (ISBN 0-7425-0019-5)
 

Suggested Materials

· a three-ring binder is suggested for holding notes, articles, and other supplemental materials
· color pencils or markers for the creation of maps and diagrams
Grading
 

	Evaluation
	Value
	Proportion of Grade

	Two class exams (essay)
	100 points each; 200 total points
	15% each; 31% of total

	Three article reviews and discussion
	50 points each; 150 total points
	7% each; 23% of total

	One research paper
	200 points
	31% of total

	One final exam (essay)
	100 points
	    15% of total

	 
	 
	Total:   650 points


 

· Final grades are not curved, will be based on the total points you accrue, and scored by the following percentage distribution: ≥ 94% = A; 90-93.99% = A-; 87-89.99% = B+; 84-86.99% = B; 80-83.99% = B-; 77-79.99% = C+; 74-76.99% = C; 70-73.99% = C-; 67-69.99% = D+; 64-66.99% = D; 60-63.99% = D-; < 60% = F.
· At the end of the term, if you decide to argue for raising an average that is on the cusp between two letter grades or portions of letter grades, you must make a compelling case based on (1) stellar attendance,(2) completion of all assignments, and (3) showing continued improvement in all exam scores - including the Final Exam.  Obviously, rounding up should be considered a rare event.  

· There are no make-up exams unless prior permission or some compelling excuse is given (i.e. illness, family emergency; for absences exceeding two classes you should notify the Dean of Students). YOU MUST NOTIFY ME BEFOREHAND TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A MAKE-UP EXAM. Arrangements to make up missed assignments are the responsibility of the student and must be made no later than one week after the scheduled assignment termination date.

· If you have or even suspect you have any special needs in regard to test-taking, make arrangements with me and the Learning Center before the first exam.

Exams
All exams will be essays in which it is expected you will integrate materials from lectures, readings, and presentations.  You will have the choice of one of three questions to answer on each exam. A rough idea of the topic of each question will be given out before the exam day.
 

Article Reviews
Three short article reviews of 2-3 single-spaced, typewritten pages and attendant presentations and discussion will be assigned and will be worth 50 points (30 for the report, 20 for a brief oral presentation) toward your final grade.  They will consist of a review, summation, and critique of historical geography journal articles of your choosing related to textbook readings (“Additional Readings” at the end of each text chapter plus articles that I will make available).  Your oral presentation will be evaluated based on your manner of speech, use of visual aids, and your articulation of the subject matter.  Reviews will be due and discussed on the last class days before exams (Feb. 13, Mar. 20, and Apr. 24).
Research Report
This will be an 8-10 page, double-spaced paper with one-inch margins that will deal with a pre-Civil War North American historical geographical problem of your choosing.  It should include both primary and secondary sources, but it absolutely must be geographical in content (all subjects will be approved by me).  Resources for the paper will be limited only by your imagination, but must include at least ten references from professional journals and the Internet in addition to books and encyclopedias/statistical abstracts.  A paper topic proposal of one paragraph is due at the beginning of class on March 11.  A status update including a rough outline and an example of a map you’ll use is due at the beginning of class on April 3.  Failure to submit the proposal or the status report will incur a maximum five point penalty.  The completed project is due at the beginning of class on April 24.  Papers received after class on April 24 will incur a half-letter-grade penalty; each subsequent day late will incur a whole-letter-grade penalty per day.  NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER APRIL 29!
Attendance
Because of federal regulations, we must have a means of determining if and when students stop attending classes.  Therefore, attendance will be taken via a sign up sheet beginning after the add period.  It is your responsibility to initial the roll when it is handed out.  I reserve the right to (1) administer pop quizzes/exercises if attendance drops below fifty percent on any given day, (2) dock one point for each absence (definite), (3) lower your final grade by half a letter grade for missing 1½ weeks worth of classes or more (≥5 classes; roughly 10%), or (4) lower your grade a whole letter grade or fail you outright if you miss three weeks worth of classes or more (≥9 classes; roughly 25%).  It is your responsibility to keep me informed of any events that warrant an excused absence (short-term illness, sports teams, academic teams, field trips, job interviews, court appearances, GRE/MCAT, etc.).  This must be done as soon as you get back.  Most social events do not qualify for being excused, including leaving early to start breaks.  If you have a family emergency or an extended illness (covering more than two classes), your first move should be to contact the Dean of Students, who then will notify all of your professors and ask that we accommodate your needs.  Appeals at the end of the semester about absences will fall on deaf ears unless you have compelling and documentable evidence (do hang on to your paperwork!) and even then you may not obtain a reversal.  If you are told to leave my class, your attendance for that day will be voided.

Technology Policy

You may record lectures; in fact, I strongly encourage it.  Computers for note taking are fine, but you MUST disable WiFi while in my classroom.  If you are found doing any unauthorized multi-tasking, playing games, surfing the web, etc. on your computer, you will be banned from using it for the remainder of the semester.  Using personal communication devices such as iPhones, iPods, Blackberries, etc. is strictly prohibited.  If you are found using one while in my class, you will be told to leave.

Honor Code
All students are expected to abide by the Honor Code at all times.  All submitted work must be pledged.
 

CLASS SCHEDULE
	Week #
	Dates
	Topics
	Readings from North America 

	1
	Jan. 14, 16
	Introduction; Native America
	Ch. 1

	2
	Jan. 21
Jan. 22

Jan. 23
	MLK DAY – NO CLASSES

Drop/add Period ends 5:00 pm
Native America; European Exploration
	Ch. 2

	3
	Jan. 28, 30
	French America
	Ch. 3

	4
	Feb. 4, 6
	French America; Spanish Borderlands
	Ch. 4

	5
	Feb. 11, 13
	Spanish Borderlands
	 

	6
	Feb. 18
Feb. 20
	EXAM 1
17th Century Hearths: Chesapeake
	 Ch. 5

	7
	Feb. 25, 27
	Chesapeake ; Lower New England
	 

	8
	Mar. 4, 6
	SPRING – NO CLASSES
	 

	9
	Mar. 11, 13

Mar. 13
Mar. 11
	Lower New England; Delaware Valley

Withdrawal with “W” deadline 5:00 pm

PAPER TOPIC DUE
	 

	10
	Mar. 18, 20
	Carolina Lowcountry; Hudson Valley
	 

	11
	Mar. 25
Mar. 27
	EXAM 2
18th Century: Greater Chesapeake
	 
Ch. 6

	12
	Apr. 1
Apr. 3
Apr. 3
	Greater Chesapeake
Greater New England
PAPER UPDATE DUE
	 

	13
	Apr. 8, 10
	Midlands; Lower South
	 

	14
	Apr. 15, 17
	Old Southwest; Old Northwest
	Ch. 7

	15
	Apr. 22, 24
Apr. 24
	Westward Expansion; Sectionalism

TERM PAPER DUE
	Ch. 8, 9

	 
	Tue., April 29
3:00-5:30
	FINAL EXAM
	 


 
THIS SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AS EVENTS AND INTEREST
WARRANT, INCLUDING THE RESCHEDULING OF CLASSES, EXTRA 
CLASS ASSIGNMENTS, AND POP QUIZZES 
